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The Master Planning Process
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Impacts of COVID-19 on Aviation

Commercial Traffic: 
Year-over-year change 
(as of June 14): -69.30%

Slow Recovery due to 
restrictions on travel by 
airline, social distancing, 
business uncertainty, 
etc.

Source: Flightaware.com



Impacts of COVID-19 on Aviation



Impacts of COVID-19 on Aviation

Business Aviation 
has recovered 
much faster

Year-over-year 
change (as of June 
14): -11.87%

Source: Flightaware.com



Impacts of COVID-19 on Aviation



National General Aviation Trends

Average Daily Operations  
of Business Jet Sector Down 70% 
in March and April

Early June Business Jet Ops, 
Now Down 30%

Turboprop Ops Down 60%,  
Now Down 10%

Piston Ops Down 50%,  
Now Fully Recovered

Rotorcraft Ops Down 30%,  
Now Fully Recovered

Source: Flightaware.com
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Impacts of COVID-19 on PDK Operations

From Feb 1st through April 30th PDK 
experienced a 30% decrease in traffic

 Jan 2020 – May 2020 17%  
decrease from 2019 average

Itinerant and local operations both saw 
large decreases

Med-Evac saw lesser decrease but made 
up larger percentage of but continued a 
steady operation.         

Operations started to show improvements 
in May



Impacts of COVID-19 on PDK Operations

MARCH 2019
14,506 Total Operations

10,247 Itinerant
4,259 Local

323 Curfew Ops

MARCH 2020
11,039 Total Operations -24%

6,886 Itinerant -33%
4,153 Local -2.5%

275 Curfew Ops -15%



Impacts of COVID-19 on PDK Operations



Impacts of COVID-19 on PDK Operations

APRIL 2019
13,466 Total Operations

10,119 Itinerant
3,347 Local

346 Curfew Ops

APRIL 2020
5,852 Total Operations -56%

4,644 Itinerant -54%
1,208 Local -63%

198 Curfew Ops -42%
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Impacts of COVID-19 on PDK Operations

MAY 2019
15,153 Total Operations

10,904 Itinerant
4,249 Local

358 Curfew Ops

MAY 2020
11,353 Total Operations -25%

7,819 Itinerant -28%
3,534 Local -17%

259 Curfew Ops -27%
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Impacts of COVID-19 on PDK Operations

MAY 2020
11,353 Total Operations +94%

7,819 Itinerant +68%
3,534 Local +193%

259 Curfew Ops +30%

APRIL 2020
5,852 Total Operations

4,644 Itinerant
1,208 Local

198 Curfew Ops
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Impacts of COVID-19 on PDK Operations

JUNE 2020
12,666 Total Operations +12%

8,397 Itinerant +7%
4,269 Local +21%

355 Curfew Ops +37%

MAY 2020
11,353 Total Operations +94%

7,819 Itinerant +68%
3,534 Local +193%

259 Curfew Ops +30%



Impacts of COVID-19 on PDK Operations



Why General Aviation has 

Recovered Much Faster

As company travel bans are lifted, 
corporate aviation allows known staff to 
travel safely

Most corporate aircraft cabins hold less 
than 10 people, all known travelers

General Aviation Aircraft and Terminals 
provide social distancing advantages

General Aviation is more than corporate 
or personal travel, it provides many 
critical missions such as medivac, cargo 
delivery, public safety, utility patrol, etc.



Angel Flight Soars, a 
volunteer pilot organization 
headquartered at PDK 
provides free medical 
flights to those in need
 
Since pandemic has 
partnered with health 
centers and labs to speed 
COVID-19 testing results
 
Connecting labs in Georgia, 
North Carolina, Mississippi, 
Florida, Minnesota, Canada
 
Triple the normal amount 
of pilot applications during 
this time

Angel Flight Soars
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Environmental Considerations

The National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) is a United States environmental 

law that promotes the enhancement 

of the environment as establish in the 

President’s Council on Environmental 

Quality (CEQ). The law was enacted on 

January 1, 1970.

All Federally-funded projects require 

a level of Environmental Review in 

accordance with NEPA



Environmental Considerations

CATEX – For a project that is “categorically 

excluded” from a detailed environmental 

evaluation, such as certain types of routine 

maintenance and small construction/

installation projects. 

CATEX Checklist – For a categorically 

excluded project that involves extraordinary 

circumstances (e.g., potential impacts to 

wetland or historic resources).

Environmental Assessment (EA) – 
Most projects fall into this category if not 

a CATEX. Involves analysis of alternatives, 

investigations of resources such as air 

quality, noise, cultural resources, and 

wetlands. Opportunities for review by 

resource/regulatory agencies and the 

public.  

Environmental Agency Approval -
GDOT/FAA either issue a Finding of No 

Significant Impact (FONSI), or require the 

airport to conduct additional environmental 

investigations, sometimes as an 

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). EIS 

is typically only required for major projects 

such as new commercial airport.

Forms of Review:



Environmental Considerations

Air Quality

Biological Resources

Section 4(f)

Farmlands

Hazardous Materials, Solid Waste  

and Pollution Prevention

Historical, Architectural, 

Archaeological and Cultural 

Resources

Land Use

Natural Resources and Energy Supply

Noise and Noise-Compatible Land Use

Socioeconomic Impacts, 

Environmental Justice

Visual Effects

Water Resources



Environmental Considerations

Master Plan Approvals

Airport Layout Plans (Master Plans) are 

Conditionally-Approved, meaning 

major Federally-funded projects still 

subject to Environmental Review following 

completion of Master Plan Environmental 

Review (e.g. CATEX, EA). This occurs prior to 

implementation of project.



Summary of Proposed  

Master Plan Improvements 

& Phasing Plan



Cost of Improvements

Airside



Cost of Improvements

Landside



Upcoming Steps

Draft Technical Report and Airport Layout Plan

BOC Update

Public Workshop

BOC/GDOT/FAA Review and Approval



For more information please visit:

pdkmasterplan.com


