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DeKalb County Zoning Board of Appeals 
 

 

 

 

Department of Planning & Sustainability  
330 Ponce De Leon Avenue, Suite 300 

Decatur, GA 30030 
 

 

     
  

Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at 1:00 PM 
 

  

Michael L. Thurmond 
 

      

  

Planning Department Staff Analysis 
 

    

Chief Executive Officer 
 

      

        

         

 

 
N4 
 

Case No: 
 

A-20- 1244432 
 

Parcel ID(s): 
 

18-205-05-005 
 

 
Commission District: 02 Super District 06  
 
 

 

 

         

 

Applicant: David E. Jervis and Susan W. Jervis   
 2223 Abby Lane NE 
 Atlanta, GA 30345 
 
Owner: Same as the Applicant 
 
 
Project Name: 

 
 
2223 Abby Lane NE 

 
Location: The property is located east of Abby Lane, at 2223 Abby Lane, Atlanta, GA 30345. 

 

REQUEST: Variance from Chapter 27 of the DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance to increase the maximum allow lot 
coverage for a proposed deck, relating to the R-100 zoning district. 

 

Staff 
Recommendation: 

“Approval” based on the submitted site plan received November 5, 2020.  
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STAFF FINDINGS: 
 

 

    

  

  

  
    

Site Location: The property is located east of Abby Lane, at 2223 Abby Lane, Atlanta, GA 30345. 
 
Variance request: Variance from Chapter 27 of the DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance to increase the maximum allow lot coverage 
for a proposed addition, relating to the R-75 zoning district.   
 
Variance Analysis: Based on the submitted materials, the applicant is requesting to increase maximum allowed lot coverage from 
35% to 43.8% for proposed deck. The DeKalb County zoning ordinance requires a maximum allowed lot coverage of 35% feet all 
structures within the R-100 zoning district. Based on the submitted site plan, the existing lot coverage is non-conforming at 
approximately 41%. The proposed deck will increase the existing lot coverage by 3% to a new total of 44%. Based on the submitted 
materials, this variance does not go beyond that minimum necessary to afford relief.   

Based on the submittal materials, it appears that the requested variance meets the criteria for approval based on the following 
criteria: 

 
 

    

1. By reason of exceptional narrowness, shallowness or shape of a specific lot, or by reason of exceptional topographic 
conditions, which were not created by the owner or applicant, the strict application of the requirements of this chapter 
would deprive the property owner of rights and privileges enjoyed by other property owners in the same zoning district: 
Based on the submitted site plan, by reason of the shape of the lot, the strict application of the requirements of this chapter would 
deprive the property owner of rights and privileges enjoyed by other property owners. 
 
2. The requested variance does not go beyond the minimum necessary to afford relief, and does not constitute a grant of 
special privilege inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in the zoning district in which the subject property 
is located: 
 
Due to the existing site constraints, it appears that the requested variance does not go beyond that minimum necessary to afford 
relief. Therefore, granting this variance does not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with the limitations upon other 
properties in the zoning district in which the subject property is located. 
 
 
 3. The grant of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the property or 
improvements in the zoning district in which the subject property is located: 
 
 Granting this variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the property or improvements in the 
zoning district in which the subject property is located. 
 
 4. The literal interpretation and strict application of the applicable provisions or requirements of this chapter would cause 
undue and unnecessary hardship: 
Based on the submitted materials, , the strict application of the applicable provisions and requirements of this chapter would cause 
an undue hardship for the applicant. 
 
 5. The requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this Chapter and the DeKalb County 
Comprehensive Plan Text: 
Based on the submitted materials, it appears that the requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this 
chapter and the DeKalb County Comprehensive Plan text. 
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FINAL STAFF ANALYSIS:  

Based on the submitted materials, this variance does not go beyond that minimum necessary to afford relief. Therefore, the 
Department of Planning and Sustainability recommends that the application be “approved” as shown on the submitted site plan 
received on November 5, 2020. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

 
“Approval” based on the submitted site plan received November 5, 2020. 
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David and Susan Jervis 

2223 Abby Lane NE 

Atlanta, GA 30345 

240-505-7801 

November 1, 2020 

 

Re: Jervis Hardship Letter to request a variance to Impervious Surface 

 

About two years ago my wife, Susan and I moved to Dekalb County to be near our 

grandchildren. We love it here. We are both in our 70s and we enjoy sitting outside on our 

small deck. Our present deck was built with the house in 2005. We would like to replace it with 

a better looking, better built deck, and we would like to add a screened-in covered part.  

 

My wife has had several skin melanomas removed. They were caused by sun-exposure. As you 

know, melanoma is the deadliest form of skin cancer because it is more likely to spread to other 

parts of the body if it is not caught and treated early. 

 

We want to have Bassett Construction replace our existing old deck with a new deck and 

screened-in covered porch. That would let us sit, protected from the sun, and mosquitoes and 

enjoy the beautiful outdoors. 

 

Please consider granting us a variance to the impervious surface requirement. 

 

Thank you, 

David and Susan Jervis 
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