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** WARNING: The sender of this email could not be validated and may not match the person in the "From"
field. **

Hello David,
 
Thank you for the consideration and discussion last night.  Although deferred I do think we made
substantial progress and direction on our complex project.  We have been in contact with our civil
engineer this morning and he is in process of putting together our “official” site plan.  Hopefully he
can get it done by Monday.
 
Attached is a Front Elevation of 1369 Springdale that I hope addresses some of the commission’s
concerns.  I also attached some pictures of what we are now proposing for our front entry steps and
railing.  We will provide better details for our application but wanted to get the conversation going
with you on what we are proposing as soon as possible. 
 
At the original brick veneer that will be exposed once the existing concrete steps are removed, we
are hoping the original brick exists and can be cleaned and repaired.  If not, we hope to reclaim and
reuse the brick from the demoed existing walls at the steps, and fill in with new brick that matches in
size, color and texture as much as possible.  The mortar would match to existing as well.  If that is
not a possibility based off existing conditions we propose a brick water table that sits up against the
existing veneer and height aligns with the entry porch’s floor.  We are thinking it would look better
with one continuous line versus stepping it down with the exposed area.  Again, we would use as
much reclaimed brick as possible but would have to rely on more new brick because of the area
involved.  We would then plant the area out as much as possible so that the watertable visual
disappears as much as possible.  We would not turn the water table at the side elevation corner so
that over an evergreen shrub disguises the new bricks from the street and driveway.  We are hoping
not have to do the new watertable but to repair the existing original veneer that may existing behind
the concrete steps.
 
We are now proposing using solid granite treads for our front entry steps instead of brick.  See the
attached pictures for the finished materials.  The side walls would be the reclaimed and matching
brick but would be open to using a granite veneer if the commission felt it more appropriate.
 
The side wall of the entry terrace that will be exposed by the demoed steps is in the same situation
as our front brick veneer wall at the main house (basement level).  We hope the existing brick is
there and can be cleaned and repaired.  If it is not we will use our reclaimed/matching brick to repair
the area that will be exposed.  No granite option here I think.
 
I think those were the areas of concern as well as the grading/wall heights and garage detailing.  The
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civil engineer should help our concerns with the grading and wall heights once he is done with his
work.  We are willing to make our garage detailing as needed for the appropriate design, however it
needs to be designed.  I look forward to that conversation.  Please let me know if I left out any points
that need further work.
 
Have a great afternoon.
 
Best,
Chad
 
 
 

 
Chad M. Mattison, Architect
C:    770.653.3091
F:    770.551.0597
E:    chadmattison@bellsouth.net
W:  www.mattisonarchitect.com
 

From: Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, January 19, 2021 3:06 PM
To: Chad Mattison <chadmattison@bellsouth.net>; 'Nathan Cowan'
<nathanthomascowan@gmail.com>
Cc: Bragg, Rachel L. <RLBragg@dekalbcountyga.gov>
Subject: Re: FW: C.O.A. Application-1369 Springdale Road
 
Sorry for the delay.  Staff report is attached.
 
David Cullison 
Senior Planner 
DeKalb County Department of Planning & Sustainability 
330 W. Ponce de Leon Avenue 
Third Floor 
Decatur, GA  30030 
404/371-2247 
404/371-4556 (fax) 
  
The DeKalb County zoning map is now on-line
at https://dekalbgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=f241af753f414cdfa31c1fdef0924584.   The Department of Planning & Sustainability website
is https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/planning-sustainability. 
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From: Chad Mattison <chadmattison@bellsouth.net>
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2021 1:16 PM
To: Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov>; 'Nathan Cowan'
<nathanthomascowan@gmail.com>
Cc: Bragg, Rachel L. <RLBragg@dekalbcountyga.gov>
Subject: RE: FW: C.O.A. Application-1369 Springdale Road
 
** WARNING: The sender of this email could not be validated and may not match the person in the "From" field.
**

 
David,
 
Hope all is well.
 
We were keeping the approx. 29” ht. wall continuous to the driveway’s slope.  At the left side of our
entry porch the grade will be at 886 and will slope to approx. 884 as it nears the driveway.  So the
top of the wall where it attaches into the house is at 844.45.  As that wall moves towards our
landscape steps (towards Springdale), the wall will follow the driveway slope and end up at 880
bo.w., and as it turns back to the front yard and will then start increasing with the step risers.  The
grading at the planting area (that the wall creates) will have to have a berm that takes in to account
the 2 foot drop right to left and the 4’ drop from the corner of the entry porch to the inside corner

of the 1st lower tread of the landscape steps.  Looks like I forgot the 884 grade line at that location
that would illustrate that.
 
The wall in front of the landscape steps connecting into the front sidewalk wall would simply follow
the remainder of the driveway slope to the street at our 29” height.  The neighbor’s existing
sidewalk wall is at 29” ht. now.
 
I know very wordy but I hope this answers any questions.  I attached a larger plan of that area for
our discussion.
 
Please call me at 770-653-3091 if there are still any questions or if I am not following you on what
you are asking.
 
Best,
Chad
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Chad M. Mattison, Architect
C:    770.653.3091
F:    770.551.0597
E:    chadmattison@bellsouth.net
W:  www.mattisonarchitect.com
 

From: Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov> 
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2021 12:05 PM
To: Nathan Cowan <nathanthomascowan@gmail.com>
Cc: Chad Mattison <chadmattison@bellsouth.net>; Bragg, Rachel L. <RLBragg@dekalbcountyga.gov>
Subject: Re: FW: C.O.A. Application-1369 Springdale Road
 
Nathan,
 
Your site plan shows the wall along the sidewalk being 2' tall for its whole length.  Looking at
the slope, I would think you would need a taller wall.  Can you comment?
 
David Cullison 
Senior Planner 
DeKalb County Department of Planning & Sustainability 
330 W. Ponce de Leon Avenue 
Third Floor 
Decatur, GA  30030 
404/371-2247 
404/371-4556 (fax) 
  
The DeKalb County zoning map is now on-line
at https://dekalbgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=f241af753f414cdfa31c1fdef0924584.   The Department of Planning & Sustainability website
is https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/planning-sustainability. 

 

 
 

From: Nathan Cowan <nathanthomascowan@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, January 15, 2021 11:52 AM
To: Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov>
Cc: Chad Mattison <chadmattison@bellsouth.net>; Bragg, Rachel L. <RLBragg@dekalbcountyga.gov>
Subject: Re: FW: C.O.A. Application-1369 Springdale Road
 
Thanks David. See you Tuesday. 
 
Nathan Cowan
404-844-8082
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On Tue, Jan 12, 2021 at 4:25 PM Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov> wrote:

Nathan,
 
I'm back, but I'm still not up to full time.
 
We're working our way through the applications that came in while I was out, and we
missed yours.  We will put you on the agenda and post a sign.  The problem is that the sign
will not have been posted for the full ten days, so it's unlikely the HPC will approve you this
month.
 
The agenda with Zoom information is attached.
David Cullison 
Senior Planner 
DeKalb County Department of Planning & Sustainability 
330 W. Ponce de Leon Avenue 
Third Floor 
Decatur, GA  30030 
404/371-2247 
404/371-4556 (fax) 
  
The DeKalb County zoning map is now on-line
at https://dekalbgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?
id=f241af753f414cdfa31c1fdef0924584.   The Department of Planning & Sustainability website
is https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/planning-and-sustainability/planning-sustainability. 

 

 
 

From: Nathan Cowan <nathanthomascowan@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 12, 2021 3:24 PM
To: Chad Mattison <chadmattison@bellsouth.net>
Cc: White, Brandon L. <BLWhite@dekalbcountyga.gov>; Cullison, David
<dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov>
Subject: Re: FW: C.O.A. Application-1369 Springdale Road
 
Hey Brandon, I noticed that we have not yet been posted to the public hearing agendas
website. Can you advise if we are going to be on this month's agenda? It appears that we
made the cut off per the posted schedule unless I'm reading that wrong. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Nathan Cowan
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404-844-8082
 
 
 
 
On Thu, Dec 17, 2020, 1:16 PM Chad Mattison <chadmattison@bellsouth.net> wrote:

Hello Brandon,
 
I was prompted to forward you our CO.A. application for 1369 Springdale by the great
David Cullison.  Please let me know if you have any questions or need anything else from
us.
 
Best,
Chad
770-653-3091
 
 
Chad M. Mattison, Architect
C:    770.653.3091
F:    770.551.0597
E:    chadmattison@bellsouth.net
W:  www.mattisonarchitect.com
 
From: Chad Mattison <chadmattison@bellsouth.net> 
Sent: Thursday, December 17, 2020 1:10 PM
To: Cullison, David (dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov) <dccullis@dekalbcountygagov>
Cc: 'Nathan Cowan' <nathanthomascowan@gmail.com>
Subject: C.O.A. Application-1369 Springdale Road
 
Hello David,
 
I hope all is well.
 
Attached is the resubmittal application for 1369 Springdale Road.  This covers the site
work and detached garage.  We are asking for a C.O.A for the new front entry steps and
walls.  It also covers the retaining wall at the front yard sidewalk that we want to align
with the existing neighbor’s wall to the southwest, as well as the drive concrete driveway,
permeable terrace patio and detached garage.    A planting plan is included in the set.
 
Please let us know if there are any questions and have a great holiday.
 
Best,
Chad
 
 
Chad M. Mattison, Architect
C:    770.653.3091
F:    770.551.0597
E:    chadmattison@bellsouth.net
W:  www.mattisonarchitect.com
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Nathan Cowan
404-844-8082
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