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Charles & Anne Marie Aubry 

1354 The By Way NE, Atlanta GA, 30306 Property Owners 

Application for COA: May 17, 2021 

 

Dear Commissioners,  

 

We are applying for a certificate of appropriateness to gain approval and make upgrades to our 

property’s landscaping through the installation of new trees. 

We have worked with several environmental specialists and developed the submitted tree permit plan 

to address the property’s new trees with a focus on long term environmental sustainability, community 

and property safety, and to address any concerns the commission has stated in previous historic 

preservation COA meetings. In working with these individuals, we developed a plan that perpetuates the 

historic district’s character, instills pride in its residents, and will create a safe environment for our 

young children to enjoy and inspire an appreciation for mother nature. In total we are requesting to 

plant 31 trees.  

Since a portion of the property lies within a floodplain, the submitted tree permit plan was presented to 

the DeKalb County Floodplain Coordinator, Donovan Cushnie. He approved the plan, requesting 

floodplain data be overlaid. This information has been added and is shown in the submitted material. In 

addition, the tree permit plan was also approved by DeKalb County’s Master Arborist, Russell Tonning. 

Both approval emails have been attached with the COA submission.  

We are requesting 5 overstory hardwood trees be planted in a void on the southwest hillside of the 

property. These trees are on the suggested planting list of the Historic Druid Hills Design manual and are 

selected to aid in perpetuating the hardwood forest of the district through increasing the density of the 

tree canopy where there is currently none. There is one additional understory Mock Cherry tree we are 

requesting be planted at the base of the hillside. This too can be found on the approved tree planting list 

in the design manual. Within this void there is a large dead White Oak that has been neglected prior to 

our purchase of the property. This tree was deemed dead and hazardous by an ISA certified arborist and 

is noted in the submitted report. The plan is to remove this tree.  

In addition, we are requesting to plant 3 Flowering Dogwood trees along the streambank. An understory 

tree is an ideal selection in this scenario due to the encroaching canopies of the existing mature Tulip 

Poplars, Water Oak, and Paper Bark Elm Trees, as well as the heavily forested properties to the East and 

West of the location. The trees are set to be planted on 20-foot centers. This in an appropriate spacing 

to avoid root and canopy encroachment and ensure proper growth and health for long term success. As 

stated in the Arborist report, the previous trees were planted too close together (8-10 foot centers) 

leading to health and growth issues, in turn, creating a hazard to the property. As the Dogwoods mature 

their canopies should stay condensed to a height of 15-25 feet. This will avoid leggy “reaching” growth 

toward the home and ensure the trees do not become hazardous to our home in the future.   



Lastly, we are requesting to plant 22 Nellie R. Stevens Holly trees along the roadside. In this area there is 

a large safety issue for drivers, joggers, bikers, as well as our family. There is a 20-foot drop to the creek 

on this stretch of road with no vegetative buffer to act as a guide for vehicles. The requested hedge 

would be planted 3-5 feet off the edge of the road and maintained at a height of 6 feet tall. The hedge 

would be routinely pruned to keep vegetation out of the road. There are currently 4 small trees along 

the edge of the road that were deemed dead, diseased, dying, or hazardous by an ISA certified arborist 

and have been approved for removal by Dekalb County’s Master Arborist, Russell Tonning. These are 

requested for removal in lieu of the Nellie Stevens Hollies being planted. This work shall be conducted in 

a timely sequential order to minimize time without a vegetative border.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 



 Charley, 

  

Thank you so much for having me out to access your trees. You have a beautiful new home and 

we are very happy to help you get it into playing conditions.. It is very apparent that there are a 

number of trees issues that should be addressed.. Below are my findings and recommendations.. 

 

1. Dead hard woods at street.. Remove asap as it is a hazard 

2. Number of river birch along creek bank.. These trees where planted very close together 

and for that reason have developed problems… the previous owners have over pruned the 

trees and the large leads are now dead due to poor pruning… unfortunately these leads 

are all on the house side of the trees and will reach the house should they fail. Two 

options … first remove every other tree and prune out all the dead.. This does not leave 

much tree and is a temporary fix.. Better option is to remove and replant.. We would need 

better spacing and I would consider Bald Cypress as a replacement. 

3. Maples in the back yard.. these trees are all root bound as the girdling roots are very 

visible .. The tops are now declining….Again I recommend that you remove and replace 

with a species suited for the site… 

4. The other dead trees include magnolia on stream bank, maples in the rear of the house… 

all of these should be removed . 

  

  

Should you need to discuss further I will be happy to speak further about these situations… 

Chris Hall 

ISA certified arborist  

SO-1450 
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