
DeKalb County Zoning Board of Appeals
Department of Planning & Sustainability 

178 Sams Street 
Decatur, GA 30030 

Wednesday, July 13, 2022, at 1:00 PM Michael L. Thurmond Andrew Baker, AICP 

Planning Department Staff Analysis 
 

Chief Executive Officer Director 

N2. Case No: A-22-1245837 Parcel ID(s): 18-230-01-007 

Commission District 01 Super District 07 

Applicant: John Saunders 
691 John Wesley Dobbs Ave 
Atlanta, GA 30312 

Owner: Louis G. Poulin 
2493 Kings Arms Drive 
Atlanta, GA 30345 

Project Name: 2493 Kings Arms Drive-Pool 

Location:  The property has approximately 100 feet of street frontage and is located on the southeastern corner of the 
intersection of North Akin Drive and South Akin Drive, at 2124 South Akin Drive, Atlanta, GA 30045. 

Request: Variance from Section 27-2.2 and 5.1.10 to increase the maximum lot coverage from 35 % to 38% within an R-60 
(Residential Medium Lot-60) zoning district to allow installation of a pool. The property currently has a lot coverage of 
42.32%.  

Staff Recommendation:   Disapproval. 



STAFF FINDINGS:  
 
Variance Analysis:  
The applicant proposes to install a pool on the property and the existing lot coverage exceeds the allowed 35%.  
 
1. There is an extraordinary or exceptional physical condition(s) pertaining to the particular piece of property (such as, but not 
limited to, lot size, lot shape, specimen tree(s), steep slope(s), or preservation of historic characteristics of the property), which 
was not created by the current owner, previous owner, or applicant; by reason of a clearly demonstrable condition(s), the strict 
application of the requirements of this chapter would deprive the property owner of rights and privileges enjoyed by other 
property owners in the same zoning district, as distinguished from a special privilege or convenience sought by the property 
owner. 
 
There do not appear to be extraordinary or exceptional physical conditions pertaining to this property. The strict application of the 
requirements of this chapter may not deprive the property owner of rights and privileges enjoyed by other property owners. 
 
2. The requested variance does not go beyond the minimum necessary to afford relief, and does not constitute a grant of 
special privilege inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in the zoning district in which the subject property is 
located: 
 
The requested variance may not go beyond the minimum necessary to afford relief and may not constitute a grant of special privilege 
inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in R-60 Zoning District. The applicants have proposed the installation of 4-flow 
wells to mitigate storm water runoff. Although the site plan states the lot coverage will be 51.62%, the requested lot coverage of 38% is 
less than the existing 42%.  
 
3. The grant of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the property or 
improvements in the zoning district in which the subject property is located: 
 
Approving this variance may not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to property improvements. The location of the 
pool is unlikely to negatively impact other properties and they have submitted letters of support from neighbors. The installation of flow 
wells may offset negative effects of an increased lot coverage.  
 
4. The literal interpretation and strict application of the applicable provisions or requirements of this chapter would cause 
undue and unnecessary hardship: 
 
Strict application of the provisions and requirements of this chapter may not cause an undue and unnecessary hardship.  
 
5. The requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this Chapter and the DeKalb County 
Comprehensive Plan Text: 
 
The future land use designation of this property is Suburban (SUB). The intent of the Suburban character area is to “recognize those 
areas of the county that have developed in traditional suburban land use patterns while encouraging new development to have increased 
connectivity and accessibility. These areas include those developed (built out) and those under development pressures. These areas are 
characterized by low pedestrian orientation, limited transit access, scattered civic buildings and curvilinear street patterns.” Approving 
the requested variance may support this intent.  
 
 
FINAL STAFF ANALYSIS:  
 
There were no identified extraordinary or exceptional physical conditions pertaining to this property. Therefore, the strict application of 
the requirements of this chapter may not deprive the property owner of rights and privileges enjoyed by other property owners and staff 
recommends denial.  
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The  m aps an d data, con tain e d on  De Kalb Coun ty’s  Geographic In form ation Sys te m  (GIS) are  s ubje ct to con s tan t chan ge. While  De Kalb Coun ty s trive s  to provide  accurate  an d up-
to-date  inform ation, the in form ation is provide d “as is ” w ithout w arran ty, re pre s e n tation  or guaran te e  of an y kind as to the  con te n t, s e q u e nce , accuracy, tim e lin e s s  or com ple te n e s s
of an y of the  databas e  inform ation  provided he re in .  DeKalb Coun ty e xplicitly disclaim s  all re pre s e n tation s  an d w arran tie s , includin g, w ithout lim itation , the im plie d w arran tie s  of
m e rchan tability an d fitn e s s  for a particular purpos e .  In n o e ve n t s hall De Kalb Coun ty be  liable  for an y s pe cial, in dire ct, or con s e q u e n tial dam age s  w hats oe ve r r e s ultin g from  los s  of
us e , data, or profits , w he the r in  an  action of con tract, n e glige n ce , or othe r action s , arising out of or in  con n e ction with the  us e  of the  m aps and/or data he r e in  provided.  The  m aps
an d data ar e  for illus tration purpos e s  only an d s hould not be  r e lie d upon  for any re ason . The m aps and data are  n ot s uitable  for site -specific de cision -m akin g n or s hould it be
con s tr ue d or us e d as a legal de s cription . The  are as de picte d by m aps an d data are  approxim ate , an d are  not n e ce s s arily accurate  to s urve yin g or e n gin e e ring s tan dards.
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