
404.371.2155 (o) 

404.371.4556 (f) 

DeKalbCountyGa.gov 

Clark Harrison Building 

330 W. Ponce de Leon Ave 

Decatur, GA 30030 

 

 

 

 

Chief Executive Officer 

Michael Thurmond 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY 

 

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

Director 

Andrew A. Baker, AICP 

 

 

Date Received:    Application No.:    
 

Address of Subject Property:    
 

Applicant:     E-Mail:   
 

Applicant Mailing Address:     
 

 

 

Applicant Phone(s):    Fax:    
 

Applicant’s relationship to the owner:  Owner  Architect:  Contractor/Builder  Other     
 

*************************************************************************************************************************** 
Owner(s):     E-Mail: _ 

 

     E-Mail:   
 

Owner(s) Mailing Address:    
 

 

 

Owner(s) Telephone Number:    
 

Approximate age or date of construction of the primary structure on the property and any secondary structures affected by this  

project:     
 

Nature of work (check all that apply): 
 

New construction  Demolition  Addition  Moving a building  Other building changes  
New accessory building  Landscaping  Fence/Wall  Other environmental changes  
Sign installation or replacement  Other  

 

Description of Work: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This form must be completed in its entirety before the Planning Department accepts it. The form must be accompanied by 
supporting documents (plans, material, color samples, photos, etc.). Provide nine (9) collated sets of the application form and all 
supporting documentation. If plans/drawings are included, provide nine (9) collated sets on paper no larger than 11” x 17” and 
one (1) additional set at scale. All documents submitted in hard copy must also be submitted in digital form (pdf format). An 
application without both the paper and digital forms, or which lacks any of the required attachments, shall be considered 
incomplete and will not be accepted. 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature of Applicant/Date 
 

Revised 8/26/2019 

1168 Clifton Road NE Atlanta GA 30307

AG Development Group LLC aa@mararigroup.com

1541 Peachcrest Road, Decatur, GA 30032

954-594-4356

Anastasiya Arina aa@mararigroup.com

954-594-4356 

built in 1951 

Full interior renovation: re-frame, bathrooms, kitchen,flooring, paint, bathrooms, 

plumbing, electrical, HVAC etc. Replace all widndows to match new floor plan. Replace doors to match 

new floor plan. Replace roof, add brick, stucco to exterior design, new landscape, new driveway, replace 
existing deck and porch. More detailed description attached as Exhibit A 

1541 Peachcrest Road, Decatur, GA 30032

rlbragg
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1168 Clifton Road, Decatur, GA 30307 

 

1. Replace all existing windows  

 

• Existing windows are mismatched in size, style and materials. Existing window layout 

does not support new floor plan, some windows are broken and/or inoperative.  

• We would like to use Anderson Windows, Fibrex® material made up of reclaimed wood 

fiber and thermoplastic polymer that is fused together, this material is 2x as strong as 

vinyl, performs better when exposed to extreme temperatures and delivers exteriors 

that won't fade, flake, blister or peel. 

• Window design with colonial patterns grid, black frame. We would like to bring as much  

natural light in as possible. Property is surrounded by trees and other vegetation. 

i. 1- A-2 (Front elevation) windows sizes: 59”W by 89”H X 3 

ii. 1-A-2A (Clifton/Oxford side) replacement windows to match existing 

design/size/location (39”X80” X 2 and 60”X80”) 

iii. 2-A-2A Bedroom Windows (36” X 60”) 

iv. 2A-2 (Adjacent to 1478 Oxford Road) Install new windows according to the floor 

plan. Bedroom windows sizes 36” X 60”, office 60”X 60”. 

 

• We can source desired look with aluminum windows if required by the Historic Board.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2. Install new from door (iron, black, colonial pattern grid 60” X 94”, pivot) 

 
 

3. Install iron French doors 60” X 94” X3 ( elevation 1-A-2) 

 

4. Replace roof. Roof is unrepairable, many shingles are worn, damaged or missing. 

• Install architectural shingles  

•  
 

Or 



 

5. Railing: 

• Iron, black  

 

6. Replace posts- wood 8’ X 8’   

7. Install new driveway 

8. Re-design landscape in accordance with submitted landscape plan. 

9. Replace existing siding with stucco as shown on proposed elevation 

10. Replace/add brick as shown on proposed elevation   

11. Replace existing 3’6” W X 50’ L front porch with 7’ X  50”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

1. Replace existing 3’6” W X 50’ L front porch with 7’ X  50”. 

2. Replace existing 28’18” deck with same size deck. 

3. Replace existing staircase per plan 

 



“COA Exhibit A” 

1168 Clifton Road, Decatur, Georgia 30307 

Supporting Document to COA Application  

 

 

Existing Pictures: 

Side elevation- (view up the driveway) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Front elevation facing Clifton Road: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Back elevation facing Oxford Road NE 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Side elevation adjacent to 1478 Oxford Road: 

 



 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Existing Conditions: 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



Desired Look (below images are conceptual) 
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2 EXISTING REAR EXTERIOR ELEVATION
SCALE: 1/8" = 1'-0"EC-1
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1 NEW FRONT EXTERIOR ELEVATION
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OWNER:
ANASTASIYA ARINA
954-594-4356

SITE DENSITY REQUIREMENT FUFILLED

SPECIMEN

SPECIMEN

SPECIMEN #2

#1

#3

#4

#5

#6

#7

#8

#10

#9

#11
#12

#13

#14

CHART LEGEND

  SAVED

  DEAD OR HAZARDOUS

  REMOVED

NOTE: THE ONLY SPECIMEN TREE REMOVED IS CONSIDERED
HAZARDOUS



1
1

6
8

 C
L

I
F

T
O

N
 R

O
A

D



1

Cullison, David

From: Anastasiya Arina <aa@mararigroup.com>
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 9:31 AM
To: Cullison, David
Cc: Bragg, Rachel L.
Subject: Re: 1168 Clifton Rd

 
 
Good morning  ⟰⟱⟲  
 
1) Railing will be vertical, metal. 
2) windows with grid (on the website it referenced style as colonial .) 
3) are you asking for the brand ? I would like to use think brick sheets on the back porch elevation so we do  not have to 
extend the roofline. Here is a sample of the product.  
 



2



3

4) we would like to replace wood fence with more appealing metal fence and use landscape buffer for more privacy per 
landscape plan.  

 5) retention 
wall will be change to more appealing stacked stone retention wall if allowed. I would like to replace existing timber wall 
with pre-cast stone block wall.  
 



4

 
 



5



6

6) Existing apron is about 10 feet, we would like to widen to 12 feet if possible. We are only widening a portion of the 
driveway. I highlighted on site plan below: 

 
I have requested list of plans from the landscape architect. Hoping to get it to you today.  
 
Sincerely,   
Anastasiya Arina 
954-594-4356 
 
 

On Jan 12, 2023, at 2:56 PM, Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov> wrote: 

  
Good afternoon. 
  
I have some questions. 
  



7

Pictures show vertical balusters on the railing, but the drawings show horizontal.  Please clarify. 
What do you mean by “colonial pattern”? 
What kind of faux brick? 
Will existing wood fence remain? 
Will the existing retaining wall near the fence be changed? 
Right and left side elevations appear to be reversed. 
How wide will the driveway apron be? 
Will you widen the whole driveway? 
Provide a legend for the landscape plan showing the plants. 
  
Thank you. 
  
David Cullison 
Senior Planner 
DeKalb County Department of Planning & Sustainability 
178 Sams St 
Decatur, GA 30030 
470/542-3023 
  



From: Anastasiya Arina
To: Cullison, David
Cc: Bragg, Rachel L.
Subject: Re: 1168 Clifton Rd
Date: Monday, January 16, 2023 10:15:46 AM

Good morning  

1) something similar regarding the fence, 6 feet tall
2) same product, may be a different company 
3) we’re hoping that right side will be graded and no wall will be needed. It’s hard to tell until we start. 

Thank you ! Notes and will discuss with our engeneer. 

Anastasiya Arina
954-594-4356

On Jan 13, 2023, at 1:03 PM, Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov> wrote:

﻿
I’d like to read about the faux bricks, so I need a vendor to look up.  It does not have to be the vendor you intend to use, just somewhere I can found out more about the type of product.
 
Is this the fence you want to install or just something similar?  How tall will it be?
 
Do you intend all the retaining walls to be made of this stacked block? Do you mean this vendor specifically or just something similar to this?
 
It looks to me as if you may need retaining walls on both sides of the driveway.  Please take a look at this.
 
Although it won’t affect the historic review, there is a regulatory limit on the steepness of a driveway.  If its too steep, the building inspectors may not allow it.
 
David Cullison
Senior Planner
DeKalb County Department of Planning & Sustainability
178 Sams St
Decatur, GA 30030
470/542-3023
 

From: Anastasiya Arina <aa@mararigroup.com> 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 9:31 AM
To: Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov>
Cc: Bragg, Rachel L. <RLBragg@dekalbcountyga.gov>
Subject: Re: 1168 Clifton Rd
 
﻿
﻿
﻿Good morning ☀ ️
 
1) Railing will be vertical, metal.
2) windows with grid (on the website it referenced style as colonial .)
3) are you asking for the brand ? I would like to use think brick sheets on the back porch elevation so we do  not have to extend the roofline. Here is a sample of the product. 
 

mailto:aa@mararigroup.com
mailto:dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov
mailto:RLBragg@dekalbcountyga.gov




4) we would like to replace wood fence with more appealing metal fence and use landscape buffer for more privacy per landscape plan. 

 5) retention wall will be change to more appealing stacked stone retention wall
if allowed. I would like to replace existing timber wall with pre-cast stone block wall. 
 

 



6) Existing apron is about 10 feet, we would like to widen to 12 feet if possible. We are only widening a portion of the driveway. I highlighted on site plan below:



I have requested list of plans from the landscape architect. Hoping to get it to you today. 

Sincerely,  
Anastasiya Arina
954-594-4356

On Jan 12, 2023, at 2:56 PM, Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov> wrote:

﻿
Good afternoon.
 
I have some questions.
 
Pictures show vertical balusters on the railing, but the drawings show horizontal.  Please clarify.
What do you mean by “colonial pattern”?
What kind of faux brick?
Will existing wood fence remain?
Will the existing retaining wall near the fence be changed?
Right and left side elevations appear to be reversed.
How wide will the driveway apron be?
Will you widen the whole driveway?
Provide a legend for the landscape plan showing the plants.
 
Thank you.
 
David Cullison
Senior Planner
DeKalb County Department of Planning & Sustainability
178 Sams St
Decatur, GA 30030
470/542-3023
 

mailto:dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov


From: Anastasiya Arina
To: Cullison, David
Cc: Bragg, Rachel L.
Subject: Re: 1168 Clifton Rd
Date: Monday, January 16, 2023 10:18:55 AM

Good morning again :), faux brick is half the thickness of the regular brick.

mailto:aa@mararigroup.com
mailto:dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov
mailto:RLBragg@dekalbcountyga.gov


Anastasiya Arina
954-594-4356

On Jan 12, 2023, at 3:06 PM, Cullison, David <dccullis@dekalbcountyga.gov>
wrote:

﻿
One more question – what kind of masonry do you plan to use?  Brick, stone, CMUs?
 
David Cullison
Senior Planner



DeKalb County Department of Planning & Sustainability
178 Sams St
Decatur, GA 30030
470/542-3023
 

From: Cullison, David 
Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2023 2:56 PM
To: Anastasiya Arina <aa@mararigroup.com>
Cc: Bragg, Rachel L. <RLBragg@dekalbcountyga.gov>
Subject: 1168 Clifton Rd
 
Good afternoon.
 
I have some questions.
 
Pictures show vertical balusters on the railing, but the drawings show horizontal. 
Please clarify.
What do you mean by “colonial pattern”?
What kind of faux brick?
Will existing wood fence remain?
Will the existing retaining wall near the fence be changed?
Right and left side elevations appear to be reversed.
How wide will the driveway apron be?
Will you widen the whole driveway?
Provide a legend for the landscape plan showing the plants.
 
Thank you.
 
David Cullison
Senior Planner
DeKalb County Department of Planning & Sustainability
178 Sams St
Decatur, GA 30030
470/542-3023
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1168 Clifton Road- PLANT LIST

QTY. COMMON  NAME BOTANICAL NAME SIZE COMMENT
3 Little Gem Magnolia Magnolia grandiflora 'Little Gem' 8' ht. Full to the ground; dense foliage; straight; good colour
1 Emily Brunner Holly Ilex 'Emily Bruner' 8' ht. Full to the ground; dense foliage; straight; tightly pruned

14 Chindo Viburnum Viburnum awabuki 'Chindo' 30gal Dense form; well rooted in pot; good colour
3 Yellow Ribbon Arborvitae Thuja occidentalis 'Yellow Ribbon' 4'ht Dense form; good colour, well rooted in pot, strong pyramidal form
1 Forest Pansy Redbud Cercis canadensis 'Forest Pansy' 8'ht. Straight trunk; dense; uniform branching; matched
3 Setsugekka Camellia Camellia sasanqua 'Setsugekka' 15gal Dense Branching; well rooted in pot; full to ground; good colour 

16 Sunshine Anise Illicium 'Florida Sunshine' 3 gal. Dense form; good colour; well rooted in pot
8 Lenten Rose Helleborus orientalis 1 gal Dense form; well rooted in pot; good colour

40 Autumn Fern Dryopteris erythrosora 1gal. Full in pot; good colour; dense foliage mass
5 Cast-iron Plant Aspidistra elatior 3 gal. Full in pot; good colour; dense foliage mass

46 Frost Proof Gardenia Gardenia jasminoides 'Frost Proof' 3gal Dense Form; good colour; well rooted in pot
22 Podocarpus Podocarpus macrophyllus 15gal Full to the ground; dense foliage; straight; good colour
7 Majesty Encore Azalea Rhododendron ‘Robleza' 3gal Dense form; well rooted in pot; good colour

30 Blue Eyed Grass 'Blue Note' Sisyrinchium angustifolium 'Blue Note' 1 gal. Full in pot; good colour; dense foliage mass
19 Pink Muhly Grass Muhlenbergia capillaris   3gal. Well rooted in pot; Dense compact growth
9 Tea Olive Osmanthus fragrans 15 gal Full to the ground; dense foliage; straight; good colour
3 Sky Pencil Holly Ilex crenata 'Sky Pencil' 3'ht Straight trunk; dense; uniform branching; matched
5 Bloomstruck Hydrangea Hydrangea macrophylla 'P11HM-11' 3 gal. Full in pot; good colour; dense foliage mass



 

Land Design Group, Inc. 
Landscape Architects • Planners • ISA Certified Arborists 

 

539 Green Street • Suite 105 • Gainesville, GA 30501 • 770.990.3596 • Fax 770-534-6445 • www.landdesigngroupinc.com 
 

ARBORIST ASSESMENT REPORT 
 
Site Address 
 
1168 Clifton Road 
Atlanta, GA 30307 
 
Arborists Contact Information 
 
Jason Justice, RLA, ISA Certified Arborist – SO-6442-A 
Registered Landscape Architect – Georgia-LA1592 
Land Design Group, Inc. 
539 Green Street, Ste. 105 
Gainesville, Georgia 30501    
(P) 770.241.6430 
Email: landdesigngroupinc@gmail.com  
Web: www.landdesigngroupinc.com 
 
 
 

EXISTING TREES PROPOSED TO BE REMOVED (SEE SURVEY FOR LOCATIONS)  

I.D. 
TAG 

# 
DBH 
(in.) SPECIES CONDITION 

 

2 93 29 
White 
Oak Structural root plate compaction from existing driveway creating a potential hazard. 

 

4 86 35 
White 
Oak Tree roots in conflict with existing home foundation. Fair condition 

 

5 157 29 
White 
Oak 

Tree roots in conflict with existing home. Canopy is unbalanced creating a potential haz-
ard. 

 

6 13 24 Poplar Main trunk appears to be hollow. Extent of cavity is unknown.   

8 163 21 
Water 

Oak Root compaction from existing driveway creating a potential hazard. 
 

10 403 27 
White 
Oak Root compaction from existing driveway creating a potential hazard. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
This report has been conducted to assess the health and condition of seven (7) trees proposed to be removed 
on the property located at 1168 Clifton Road, Atlanta, GA 30307. See attached survey for exact location of each 
tree. 

  
The following data was collected for the subject tree: 

• Genus and species 
• Impact of proposed development 
• Health and Vigor; using foliage color and size, extension growth, presence of deadwood, dieback and 

epicormic growth. 
• Structural condition using visible evidence of bulges, cracks, cavities, leans and previous pruning (if 

any exist) 
 
ASSESSMENT 
To record the health and condition of the subject tree, a Visual Tree Assessment (VTA) was undertaken on 
November 11, 2022. All inspections were taken at ground level and no diagnostic devices were used on the 
subject trees. 
 
Tree #2 - 29” White Oak (Quercus alba) 
The subject tree is a 29-inch White Oak located along the rear property line. The subject tree is being impacted 
by the existing concrete driveway serving the existing residence. It appears half the roots within the critical root 
zone have been compacted and deprived of oxygen from the installation of the existing concrete driveway. With 
the tree growing in close proximity to the existing residence, this environment creates a hazardous situation with 
the home becoming a potential target should the tree experience a catastrophic structural failure. 
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Tree #4 - 35” White Oak (Quercus alba) 
The subject tree is a 35-inch White Oak located in the front yard adjacent the front porch of the existing residential 
home. The subject tree appears to be in fair health from a visual inspection, however, there does appear to be a 
small area of decay forming on the trunk approximately four feet from the base. Additionally, the trees roots are 
being impacted by the existing homes foundation.  Given the close proximity to the existing residential home, 
this tree could be a potential hazard with home being a potential target should the tree experience a catastrophic 
structural failure. 
 

  
 
Tree #5 - 29” White Oak (Quercus alba) 
The subject tree is a 29-inch White Oak located in the front yard adjacent the front porch. The tree is in close 
proximity to Tree #4 as described above. From a visual inspection, the subject tree appears to be in fair health, 
however the canopy is unevenly balanced. As with Tree #4, the subject tree is in close proximity to the existing 
residence creating a hazardous environment with the home becoming a potential target should the tree 
experience a catastrophic structural failure. 
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Tree #6 - 24” Poplar (Lirodendron tulipifera) 
The subject tree is a 24-inch Poplar tree located along the front property line adjacent the existing driveway. 
During the visual inspection, a rubber mallet was used to check for the presence of a cavity. It was determined 
the subject tree contains a cavity; however, the extent of the cavity is unable to be determined.  
 

  
 
Tree #8 - 21” White Oak (Quercus alba) 
 The subject tree is a 21-inch White Oak located on the eastern property line adjacent the existing driveway. As 
with trees number 2 and 10, the subject tree is suffering from root compaction caused by the existing concrete 
driveway which could potentially create a hazardous environment. Trees growing on slopes tend to have an 
increased Potential Impact Zone (PIZ), up to 1.5 times the height of the tree. In this case the impact zone would 
be the within the public right-of-way or the driveway serving the residence. 
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Tree #10 – 27” White Oak (Quercus alba) 
The subject tree is a 27-inch White Oak located in the rear side yard adjacent the existing concrete driveway. As 
with trees number 8 and 2, the tree is suffering from root compaction caused by the existing concrete driveway. 
Tree roots are visible at the surface along the edge of the driveway and appear to have been damaged in the 
past by vehicles utilizing the driveway to access the property. 
 

   
 
RECCOMMENDATION 
 
It is the arborist’s professional opinion that the trees detailed in this report should be removed given the extent 
of the proposed improvements by the property owner. It should be noted that other than size, the subject trees 
do not possess any special characteristics, such as, growth habit or form. Removing the trees would further 
reduce the likelihood of property damage or injury to property owners.  
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