
9 
 

DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday March 18th, 2024- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
F. 1751 South Ponce de Leon Avenue, Allison Suazo. Construct a second story on garage and convert 
to an accessory dwelling unit. 1246929 
 

House built in 1920; garage built in 1987 – Nonhistoric (15 238 01 015) 
 

This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area 1 and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 
District. 

 
9-16 1751 South Ponce de Leon Avenue (DH), Rosalie Ezekiel, Ezekiel Poehler Architects.  Modify upper level of the rear 

wing.  21005 Approved 
4-19 1751 S. Ponce de Leon Ave (DH), Rosalie Ezekiel. Remove non-historic enclosure above carriage house and build 

new conservatory structure. 1243208 Approved 
 
Summary 
The applicant proposes adding a second story to the nonhistoric garage/carriage house.  The garage 
is in the left rear (SE) corner of the property, about 3’ away from both the side and rear property 
lines.  The addition will be a half-story, with two gabled dormers in the front and a long shed dormer 
in the rear.  The stairs are inside the garage. 
 
The windows will be either steel or aluminum clad.  The roof will be slate to match the house.  Wood 
siding similar to that used on the house will be used on the dormers and in the gable ends. 
 
The zoning setbacks do not comply with the zoning ordinance, but this is irrelevant to the certificate 
of appropriateness review and the note is included here only for informational purposes.  The 
applicant has applied for a zoning variance to address this. 
 
Recommendation   
Approve. These proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the 
district. This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
  
Relevant Guidelines   
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
7.2.7 Scale/Height (p72) Guideline - New construction in historic areas should be consistent with dominant patterns of scale 

within the area of influence, if such patterns are present. Additions to historic buildings should not appear to 
overwhelm the existing building. 

 
7.2.8 Individual Architectural Elements (p73) Guideline - New construction and additions should be compatible and not 

conflict with the predominant site and architectural elements—and their design relationships—of existing properties in 
the area of influence. 
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9.6  Accessory Buildings (p91) Guideline - New accessory buildings, such as garages and storage houses, are to be located 
in rear yard spaces and visually buffered from adjacent property owners and the public right-of-way. Accessory 
buildings that complement the architecture of the adjacent residence do not require the same level of buffering and 
may remain more visible within the local district. If the new building will be visible from the street, it should respect 
the established setbacks and orientations of the historic buildings in the area. 

 
11.0  Nonhistoric Properties (p93) Guideline - In reviewing an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a 

material change to a nonhistoric building, the Preservation Commission should evaluate the change for its 
potential impacts to any historic development (architecture and natural and cultural landscapes) in the area of 
influence of the nonhistoric property.  Guidelines presented in Section 7.0: Additions and new Construction are 
relevant to such evaluations. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
















