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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday, March 18th, 2024- 6:00 P.M.  

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 

G.  449 Chelsea Circle, Lance Muller. Install driveway and parking pad, construct wall, and 
plant trees in front yard. 1246874. 

 
Built in 1936 (18 004 01 008) 

 
This property is in the Chelsea Heights Character Area and is not in any National Register Historic 

Districts  
 

11-22 449 Chelsea Circle, Robert Platt. Rear addition, modification of fenestration on front façade, front door 
replacement, window replacements, new deck(s). Deferred. 

12-22 449 Chelsea Circle, Robert Platt. Replace the garage door with a wall and install retaining walls and a parking pad 
 in the front yard. 1246162. Deferred. 
01-23 449 Chelsea Circle, Robert Platt. Replace the garage door with a wall and install retaining walls and a parking pad 
 in the front yard. 1246162. Approved   
02-24 449 Chelsea Circle, Lance Muller. Install driveway and parking pad, construct wall, and plant trees in front yard. 
 1246874. Partially Approved, Partially Deferred. 

 
Summary 
 
March 2024 
 
The applicant proposes an updated landscaping plan that including the planting of the following 
vegetation in the front yard, along the front and left property lines and the front façade of the main 
property:  
 

• Red Bud (Cercis Canadensis)  
• Dogwood (Cornius Florida) 
• Sweet Bay Magnolia (Magnolia Virginiana)  
• Oakleaf Hydrangea (Hydrangea Quercifolia)  
• Wild Hydrangea (Hydrangea Arborescens)  
• Inkberry (Ilex Glabra)  
• Button Bush (Cephalanthus Occidentailis)  
• Lead Plant (Amorpha Canescens)  
• Canna Lilly (Canna Indica)  
• Purple Cone Flower (Echinacea Purpurea)  

 
Sod will be installed in the center portion of the front yard where the concrete roundabout walkway 
will be located. A 12” x 12” box drain will be installed in front the main property, near the front 
entrance and walkway.  
 
February 2024 
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Applicant proposes a modified design for a previously approved retaining wall, parking pad, and 
landscaping in the front yard of property. The new design proposes installing a concrete driveway 
and square parking pad on the right-side of the front yard, parallel to the main house. A 3’ poured-in-
place concrete retaining wall will be installed to the left-side of the house to support the parking pad. 
A vehicle rail will be installed along the front of the parking pad. 
 
The design also proposes installing a concrete pathway that leads from Chelsea Circle and connects 
to the parking pad, with a small roundabout connecting the pathway to the front entrance. Metal 
handrailing will be installed along the pathway leading from Chelsea Circe and the parking pad.  
 
The proposed landscaping in the front yard will include the installation of steppingstones between the 
parking pad and home, leading from side yard to the front entrance, and the laying of mulch over 
jute mesh between the sidewalk and the pathway round-about. The new design proposed will retain 
sections of lawn in the front yard that were paved over by concrete in the previously approved 
design.  
   
Recommendation   
Approve. These proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the 
district.  This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
  
Relevant Guidelines   
 
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
8.1 Open Space and Parkland Preservation and Conservation (p77) Guideline - The original layout of Druid Hills should be 

preserved through the conservation of major open spaces and the linear system of parks and green spaces that buffer 
the stream corridors. Retaining these spaces, both public and private, by limiting their uses to passive activities will 
perpetuate the park-like character in the district today. An exclusive palette of native vegetation is recommended for 
these spaces to protect and enhance the ecology. 

 
9.3  Vegetation (p83) Recommendation – The plant list is intended to assist in the selection of appropriate plant materials.  

Olmsted’s list and the list from the Georgia Landscapes Project provide guidance in selecting materials appropriate for 
historic landscape projects.  There are other sources that can be consulted to identify additional plants used by 
Olmsted in Druid Hills, such as historic planting plans and particularly the archival record at the Olmsted National 
Historic Site in Brookline, Massachusetts.  The Olmsted list presented in this document should be considered a 
beginning.  Residents of Druid Hills are encouraged to add to this list with historic plants that can be documented as 
having been used by Olmsted.  The native list should be used for natural areas within the district, such as creek 
corridors and drainage ways.  Places within the district where the retention of healthy ecological environments is 
critical are best landscaped with native varieties.  Since native plants have been available since the colony of Georgia 
was established in 1733, native plants are also appropriate for historic landscapes. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline - Fences and walls should not be built in front yard spaces and are strongly 

discouraged from corner lot side yard spaces. Retaining walls should only be used in situations where topography 
requires their use. 

 
9.5  Parking (p90) Guideline - Parking should be addressed in a manner that does not distract from the overall character of 

the district. Parking to serve private residential lots should be accommodated on-site, when at all possible, using the 
pathway of original drives and parking. Front yard parking should not be allowed unless it is a public safety issue. 
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When front yard parking is necessary, it should be added in a manner that does not destroy the unbroken landscaped 
character of the front yard spaces in Druid Hills. Rear yard spaces should be considered for expansion of parking 
areas.  

 
 
9.5  Parking (p90) Recommendation - It is preferable to expand an existing driveway for parking rather than to add a 

separate parking pad, since the result is usually less paved surface.  Plant materials can be added around parking 
spaces to visually buffer the parking from the street. 

 
9.5  Parking (p90) Recommendation - In surfacing new parking areas, the use of impervious paving materials is 

discouraged. The intent is to limit the amount of run-off within the district’s watershed. Consideration should be given 
to the use of porous materials that allow water penetration and preserve the open character of the landscape.  
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DEMOLITION NOTES:
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Erosion Control
Plan

TREE PROTECTION FENCING
4' HIGH, POLYETHYLENE LAMINAR
SAFETY NETTING (ORANGE)

CRITICAL ROOT ZONE

TREE SAVE FENCE

Tf

DISTURBED AREA STABILIZATION WITH PERMANENT SEEDING

DISTURBED AREA STABILIZATION WITH TEMPORARY SEEDING

DISTURBED AREA STABILIZATION WITH MULCHING ONLY

Ds3

Ds2

Ds1

DISTURBED AREA STABILIZATION WITH SODDINGDs4

EROSION CONTROL / TREE SAVE DETAILS:

CRZ

MATERIAL QUANTITY
DRY STRAW OR HAY 2"-4"DEPTH
WOOD WASTE (SAWDUST, 2"-3" DEPTH
BARK, CHIPS)
CUTBACK ASPHALT 1200 GAL. PER ACRE
(SLOW CURING) (1.4 GAL. PER SQ.YD.)
POLYETHYLENE FILM COMPLETELY COVERING

EXPOSED AREA, TRENCHED
IN AT OUTER EDGES.

STRAW OR HAY MULCH SHALL BE ANCHORED IMMEDIATELY AFTER
APPLICATION. MULCH MAY BE ANCHORED BY MECHANICALLY
PRESSING INTO SURFACE. IF SPREAD WITH BLOWER EQUIPMENT.
MULCH SHALL BE ANCHORED WITH EMULSIFIED ASPHALT GRADE
AE-5 OR SS-1) - 100 GAL. ASPHALT+100 GAL. WATER PER TON OF
MULCH. NETTING SHALL BE USED TO ANCHOR WOOD WASTE AND
CHIPS. POLYETHYLENE SHALL BE TRENCHED IN AT EDGES.

DISTURBED AREA STABILIZATION WITH MULCHING ONLYDs1

Hb

TEMPORARY GRASSING SCHEDULEDs2
TYPE SEED    SEED RATE      SEED RATE      PLANTING       FERTILIZER LIME

    ALONE           MIXED       DATES          6-12-12
RYE GRASS   40 LBS./AC.          - 8/1-4/15     1500 LBS./AC.     1.5 TONS / AC.
BROWN TOP  40 LBS./AC.    10 LBS. / AC.  4/1-7/15     1500 LBS./AC.     1.5 TONS / AC.
   MILLET
NOTE: ALL DISTURBED AREAS SHALL BE GRASSED AND MULCHED WITH A DRY STRAW

 MULCH AT A RATE OF 2.5 TONS PER ACRE.

PERMANENT GRASSING SCHEDULEDs3
TYPE SEED    SEED RATE      SEED RATE      PLANTING       FERTILIZER LIME

    ALONE           MIXED       DATES          6-12-12
BERMUDA    10 LBS./AC.    6 LBS./ AC.        3/1-7/1      1500 LBS./AC.     1.5 TONS / AC.
COMMON
(HULLED)
BERMUDA    10 LBS./AC.    6 LBS. / AC.      10/1-3/1     1500 LBS./AC.     1.5 TONS / AC.
COMMON
(UNHULLED)
NOTE: ALL DISTURBED AREAS SHALL BE GRASSED AND MULCHED WITH A DRY STRAW

 MULCH AT A RATE OF 2.5 TONS PER ACRE.

EMBEDDING DETAIL

4" VERTICAL FACE

FLOW

FLOW

WIRE OR NYLON BOUND
BALES PLACED ON THE
CONTOUR

2 RE-BAR, STEEL PICKETS, OR
2" X 2" STAKES 1 12' TO 2' IN
GROUND

ANCHORING DETAIL

NOTES:
-ANCHOR AND EMBED INTO SOIL TO PREVENT WASHOUT OR WATER WORKING UNDER BARRIER
-REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT MUST BE MADE PROMPTLY AS NEEDED

STAKED HAYBALE BARRIERS

TREE FENCE

HAYBALE

HARD SURFACE
PUBLIC ROAD

FLOW

FLOW

SEDIMENT TRAP
(SEE NOTE 8)

CULVERT UNDER
ENTRANCE (IF
NEEDED)

DIVERSION RIDGE
(SEE NOTE 6)

N.S.A. R-2(1.5" - 3.5")
COURSE AGGREGATE

GEOTEXTILE UNDERLINER

TIRE WASHRACK AREA /
TIRE WASHERS

SUPPLY WATER TO WASH
WHEELS IF NECESSARY

GEOTEXTILE
UNDERLINER

COURSE AGGREGATE
(N.S.A R-2)

ORGINAL GRADE

EXIT DIAGRAM

6"

20' - MINIMUM

50' - MINIMUM

Co

CRUSHED STONE CONSTRUCTION EXIT

NOTES:
1. AVOID LOCATING ON STEEP SLOPES OR AT CURVES ON PUBLIC ROADS.
2. REMOVE ALL VEGATAION AND OTHER UNSUITABLE MATERIAL FROM THE FOUNDATION AREA, GRADE AND
CROWN FOR POSITIVE DRAINAGE.
3. AGGREGATE SIZE SHALL BE IN ACCORDANCE WITH NATIONAL STONE ASSOCIATION R-2 (1.5"-3.5" STONE).
4. GRAVEL PAD SHALL HAVE A MINIMUM THICKNESS OF 6".
5. PAD WIDTH SHALL BE EQUALL FULL WIDTH AT ALL POINTS OF VEHICULAR EGRESS, BUT NO LESS THAN 20'.
6. A DIVERSON RIDGE SHOULD BE CONSTRUCTED WHEN GRADE TOWARD PAVED AREA IS GREATER THAN 2%.
7. INSTALL PIPE UNDER ENTRANCE IF NEEDED TO MAINTAIN DRAINAGE DITCHES.
8. WHEN WASHING IS REQUIRED, IT SHOULD BE DONE ON AN AREA STABILIZED WITH CRUSHED STONE THAT
DRAINS INTO AN APROVED SEDIMENT TRAP OR SEDIMENT BASIN (DIVERT ALL SURFACE RUNOFF AND
DRAINAGE FROM THE ENTRANCE TO A SEDIMENT CONTROL DEVICE).
9. WASHRACKS AND/OR TIRE WASHERS MAY BE REQUIRED DEPENDING ON SCALE AND CIRCUMSTANCE. IF
NECESSARY, WASHRACK DESIGN MAY CONSIST OF ANY MATERIAL SUITABLE FOR TRUCK TRAFFIC THAT
REMOVES MUDD AND DIRT.
10. MAINTAIN AREA IN A WAY THAT PREVENTS TRACKING AND/OR FLOW OF MUD ONTO PUBLIC
RIGHTS-OF-WAYS. THIS MAY REQUIRE TOP DRESSING, REPAIR AND/OR CLEANOUT OF ANY MEASURES USED
TO TRAP SEDIMENT.

ENTERANCE ELEVATION

CONSTRUCTION EXIT

Sd1-NS

18" MIN.

30" MIN. *

6"

2"

18" MIN.

30" MIN. *

6' MAX. 0.C.

FABRIC

6" TRENCH

FRONT VIEW

SIDE VIEW

FLOW

NOTES:
1. USE STEEL OR WOOD POSTS OR AS SPECIFIED BY THE EROSION, SEDIMENTATION, AND POLLUTION
CONTROL PLAN.
2. HEIGHT (*) IS TO BE SHOWN ON THE EROSION, SEDIMENTATION, AND POLLUTION CONTROL PLAN.

SILT FENCE -TYPE NON SENSITIVE

SILT FENCE
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