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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday, 2024- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
B. 450 Emory Circle, Jennifer Jones. Install pool, construct patio, install fence and gate, and 

remove trees in rear yard. 1246923. 
 

Built in 1935 (18 052 14 004) 
 

This property is located in the university Park/Emory Estate Character Area and the University 
Park/Emory Highlands/Emory Estates Historic District.  

 
10-98 450 Emory Circle, Judy Mozen. Replace driveway, replace siding in both side-gables with vinyl siding, construct 

 deck on rear, add French doors to rear, build wooden fence around the yard, remove metal awnings, add 
 shutters on rear. Approved.  

03-02 450 Emory Circle (DH), Nancy E. Cheal.  Build rear addition, widen driveway, build stone retaining wall along 
 driveway, and add a square column to the entry stoop. Approved with modification. 

 
Summary  
The applicant proposes the following work:  
 

1. Remove five (5) trees from the backyard. This will  
2. Plant seven (7) trees in back yard, including (3) Magnolia' Little Gem', (2) Redbud, (2) 

Japanese Maple 'Bloodgood'. 
3. Install an inground pool in the backyard on the rear of the property. The pool will measure 

16’x32’ in size.   
4. Install a concrete slab in the rear-right corner of the backyard to house pool equipment.  
5. Install a 5’ high iron fence around the backyard. Fence will include a latch gate, located to the 

side of the property and the existing carport.  
6. Construct a patio with a firepit in the backyard, coming off of the rear addition and connecting 

to the rear of the main home. The new patio design will incorporate a previously constructed 
patio and be constructed from Beacon Hill Flagstone permeable pavers. The existing portion of 
the patio will retain a rectangular design and the new portion of the patio will be circular 
design coming off of the existing patio, with a fire pit in the center.  

7. Construct a 28” fieldstone boulders garden wall along the current existing patio and leading 
down to the newly constructed patio.   

8. Install a series of stone slab steps leading from the pool to the patio and along the rear of the 
main home. The steps will be 6” in height, 18” wide, and 48” long.   

 
Recommendation  
Approve. The proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the property or 
the district.  This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
 
Relevant Guidelines  
 
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 



3 
 

owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
8.2  Trees (p78) Recommendation - The mature hardwood forest within the Druid Hills Local Historic District should be 

perpetuated through a district-wide replanting program. Trees should be replaced when mature trees are lost to age 
or damage or are removed for safety reasons. Replacement trees should be of identical or similar varieties to the 
original trees. A diversity of tree types is recommended to perpetuate the existing character of most tree groupings. 
Replacement trees of adequate size (1.5” caliper minimum) are recommended.   Existing ordinances that provide for 
the protection and replacement of the district’s tree resources should be applied to development activities within Druid 
Hills.   

 
9.3  Vegetation (p83) Recommendation – The plant list is intended to assist in the selection of appropriate plant materials.  

Olmsted’s list and the list from the Georgia Landscapes Project provide guidance in selecting materials appropriate for 
historic landscape projects.  There are other sources that can be consulted to identify additional plants used by 
Olmsted in Druid Hills, such as historic planting plans and particularly the archival record at the Olmsted National 
Historic Site in Brookline, Massachusetts.  The Olmsted list presented in this document should be considered a 
beginning.  Residents of Druid Hills are encouraged to add to this list with historic plants that can be documented as 
having been used by Olmsted.  The native list should be used for natural areas within the district, such as creek 
corridors and drainage ways.  Places within the district where the retention of healthy ecological environments is 
critical are best landscaped with native varieties.  Since native plants have been available since the colony of Georgia 
was established in 1733, native plants are also appropriate for historic landscapes. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline - Fences and walls should not be built in front yard spaces and are strongly 

discouraged from corner lot side yard spaces. Retaining walls should only be used in situations where topography 
requires their use. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Recommendation - Fences are appropriate in rear yard spaces. Rear yard fences should be 

coordinated with existing county codes. Suggested materials include wood and chain link. Vinyl- covered chain link 
fencing, typically in bronze, brown, or black, assist in making fences less obtrusive. Vines are suggested to “soften” the 
appearance of metal chain link fencing. If wood fencing is used, the paint color and design should be compatible with 
the architecture of the adjacent residence. Fence heights can range from 4' to 6' depending on the reason for the 
enclosure.  

 
9.6  Accessory Buildings (p91) Guideline - New accessory buildings, such as garages and storage houses, are to be located 

in rear yard spaces and visually buffered from adjacent property owners and the public right-of-way. Accessory 
buildings that complement the architecture of the adjacent residence do not require the same level of buffering and 
may remain more visible within the local district. If the new building will be visible from the street, it should respect 
the established setbacks and orientations of the historic buildings in the area 

 
9.7  Residential Landscape Design (p91) Recommendation - For residential yards, created without the assistance of 

landscape designers, historic landscape plans for other residential lots within the district should be used for guidance. 
These plans can be interpreted to create a new landscape plan that is based on historic traditions. Care should be 
taken to select designs for yards of similar size containing houses of similar style and scale. 

 
9.7  Residential Landscape Design (p92) Recommendation - Residential yards, originally created by noted landscape 

designers, will require special attention. Original plans and specifications should be used, if they can be located, in 
updating plantings. Suggested steps to follow in the redesign of residential landscapes are noted below:  

 
1) Understand the original landscape design through historic research; for example, try to locate original plans and 

specifications and historic photographs; 
 2) Compare the existing landscape with the documented historic landscape; 
 3) Identify any features that are part of the historic landscape;  
 4) Be sensitive to the potential of archaeological features (Refer to Chapter10.0: Archeology); 
 5) Identify site needs, develop a program for the site (circulation versus  planting zone); and 
 6) Develop an updated plan for the landscape that retains as much historic material, as possible, and accommodates 

today’s functional needs in a manner that is in the spirit of the historic design. 
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