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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS APPLICATION FOR PUBLIC HEARING (VARIANCES,

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS, APPEALS OF ADMINISTRATIVE 

DECISIONS)

Applicant and/or
Authorized Representative: 

Mailing Address: 

City/State/Zip Code:

Email: 

Telephone Home: Business: 

OWNER OF RECORD OF SUBJECT PROPERTY

Owner: 

Mailing Address:

Email: _____________________________________________ Telephone: Business:

ADDRESS/LOCATION OF SUBJECT PROPERTY

Address: City: State: Zip: 

District(s): Land Lot(s): Block: Parcel:

Zoning Classification: Commission District & Super District:

CHECK TYPE OF HEARING REQUESTED:

VARIANCE (From Development Standards causing undue hardship upon owners of property.)

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS (To reduce or waive off-street parking or loading space requirements.)

OFFICIAL APPEAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS.

*PLEASE REVIEW THE FILING GUIDELINES ON PAGE 4. FAILURE TO FOLLOW

GUIDELINES MAY RESULT IN SCHEDULING DELAYS.*

Email plansustain@dekalbcountyga.gov with any questions.
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Price Residential Design 
1595 Nottingham Way    Atlanta, Georgia     30309 

dave@priceresidentialdesign.com 
404-245-4244 

 

March 26, 2025 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
DeKalb County Department of Planning and Sustainability 

178 Sams Street 

Decatur, GA  30030 
  
RE: 1320 Harvard Road - Request for Variance from DeKalb County zoning ordinance to 
reduce the eastern side yard accessory setback from 7.5’ to 2.1’ (existing) (sec. 27-4.2.2.C), 
reduce the rear setback from 40’ to 21.5’ (26’ existing) (sec. 27-4.2.2.C), and to increase the 
maximum impervious lot coverage from 35% to 43.8% (43.25% existing) (sec. 27-2.2.1) to allow 
renovation of existing Accessory Dwelling Unit with existing accessory Garage below but with a 
new left side porch to replace and slightly enlarge the existing dilapidated porch. 
 
Dear Board members and staff:  
 
We believe this request conforms to the criteria set forth in code and ask that the Board grant 
relief in this unique case. 
 
(1) by reason of exceptional narrowness, shallowness, or shape of a specific lot, or by reason of 
exceptional topographic and other site conditions (such as, but not limited to, floodplain, major 
stand of trees, steep slope), which were not created by the owner or applicant, the strict 
application of the requirements of this chapter would deprive the property owner of rights and 
privileges enjoyed by other property owners in the same zoning district.   
 
The lot slopes steeply up (approximately 30’) from front to rear and has an irregular pie shape 
due to its location on a curve.  The house, built in 1922, is located in the Druid Hills Historic 
District and the accessory structure and driveway are from that era as well.  The historic 
accessory structure has many structural deficiencies which must be addressed as a part of this 
renovation and the existing porch was originally poorly framed is in a current state of 
dilapidation.   The existing location of the accessory structure is non-conforming for the rear 
and eastern side setback as well as the lot coverage.  The owners had no hand in creating this 
non-conformity, which appears to have existed for many years.  
 
(2) the requested variance does not go beyond the minimum necessary to afford relief, and does 
not constitute a grant of special privilege inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in 
the zoning district in which the subject property is located.   
 
The variance does not constitute a grant of special privilege or go beyond the minimum 
necessary to afford relief because many existing and historic accessory structures are as close or 
closer to the side and rear lot lines in the district.  Other than the replacement of the porch, 
there will be no further encroachments and the new porch will extend only 4.5’ beyond the 
current rear corner.  Porches are allowed to encroach 8’ into the rear setback per section 
5.2.1.A.3.  
 
The porch is being enlarged to incorporate the main entry door into the family room, which is 
currently uncovered and illegal due to its lack of an exterior stair landing.  Another door, in the 
current screened porch, will remain, but the porch will be reduced in length to be as short as is 



practical while covering both doors.  The porch will not extend any further to the west than it 
does currently.   
  
(3) the grant of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to 
the property or improvements in the zoning district in which the subject property is located.   
 
The granting of the variance would not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the 
surrounding properties because there is currently a porch on the same side of this accessory 
structure, and we intend to replace it with a similar porch.  The structural engineer’s report is 
included in this application, and it notes a variety of major defects that we will be repairing, 
including the demolition of the existing porch. 
 
(4) the literal interpretation and strict application of the applicable provisions or requirements of 
this Chapter would cause undue and unnecessary hardship.   
 
The literal interpretation and strict application of section 5.2.1.C would cause undue and 
unnecessary hardship because the new porch is replacing an existing porch very much in the 
character of the neighborhood in the same location as when the house was originally 
constructed in 1922, with only a slight enlargement to cover both doors.   
 
(5) the requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this chapter and the 
DeKalb County Comprehensive Plan text.  
 
The requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this chapter and the 
DeKalb County Comprehensive Plan text since the purpose of the variance process is to 
encourage flexibility when dealing with odd or non-conforming existing conditions such as the 
high lot coverage and existing non-conformities which exist on this historic property.  The 
owners have worked diligently to retain an existing historic structure as befits the Historic 
District. 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

 
David W. Price, Applicant 
For Amy Birnbaum and Adam Klein, Owners 



 
 

 

February 16, 2018  

 

RE: Structural Assessment for 1320 Harvard Road, Atlanta, GA 30306 

Date of site visit: 02/12/18 

Se#18063 

 

The purpose of this letter is to provide a structural narrative and options for the proposed renovation of 

the standalone garage with carriage house above along with a covered porch on the side.  The current 

construction consists of a concrete slab-on-grade, 8” brick foundation walls, 2x4 @ 20” stud wall with 

no sheathing.  The floor framing over the garage consists of 2x12 @ 20” O.C., spanning 19’-6” “left-

to-right”, if facing the garage.  An addition was added behind the garage with 2x8 @ 16” floor joists 

spanning 12’-0” “front-to-back”.  The roof framing we were able to see was 2x4 rafters and 1x roof 

sheathing.  Overall, the garage is in poor condition with several major structural deficiencies.  The 

brick foundation walls are cracked on several faces of the exterior wall which indicate settlement and 

movement. The wood walls have water and termite damage.  The east wall is at risk of movement & 

settlement due to a failing retaining wall along the property line. 

 

My understanding is that the building is being evaluated for the possibility of restoring the structure.  

The proposed plan would keep as much of the existing structure as possible and correct structural 

deficiencies.   Any area of framing that is being repaired must be brought up to current code.  Areas 

without known damage (such as the roof) do not need to be brought up to current code as long as they 

are not modified.  Below is a narrative of the structural modifications required to complete this 

rehabilitation: 

 

1. Rear “addition” foundation wall (approximately 12 feet long) at the north\east side needs to be 

replaced.  A new footing at the rear corner is required, which will have to be excavated down 

approximately 3 feet to firm soil, or supported on a helical pier. 

 

2. The floor joists over the garage are over-spanned and need to be stiffened by sistering new 

joists to the existing joists.  New (2) 2x12 should be added to each existing joist to span the 

garage. 

 

3. Rebuild exterior garage walls with 2x4 @ 16” with 7/16” OSB sheathing to replace existing 

wall with termite damage and no lateral bracing.  This will require shoring support for the 

existing floor and walls above. 

 

4. Provide new footings at front corners of garage.  Add new portal frame with LVL header for 

lateral bracing per code. 

 

5. Add approximately 4 concrete footings under “left” side brick foundation wall @ 48”, cut in to 

slab and underpin wall. 
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6. Add approximately 5 to 6 helical piers below brick stem wall @ 48” on “right” side of garage 

along eastern property line. 

 

7. Add ±45 linear feet of new retaining wall, approximately 4 feet tall, along property line to 

replace existing failing granite wall. 

 

8. Tear down and rebuild of side porch, which does not meet code as-is and has structural 

deficiencies.  New framing to meet IRC 2012 GA deck amendments with appropriate 

connections to garage and diagonal bracing at columns. 

 

9. Recommend re-pouring existing garage slab which is currently cracked, unlevel, and 

deteriorated. 

 

10. The roof framing does not meet current code but can remain “grandfathered” if untouched.  No 

damage observed. 

 

It is our opinion that rehabilitation is possible with the structural corrections outline above; however 

the cost may be prohibitive and not financially feasible.  If you have any questions, or if I can be of 

any assistance, please call me.  Stability Engineering can provide full repair plans for permit if desired. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stability Engineering, Inc. 

 
Bob Englehart  

  



Page - 3 – 

Project: #-18063 – 1320 Harvard Road 

2/16/2018 

 

 

 

  

Front garage wall. New footings and portal framed header required. 

Left wall settlement crack, new underpinning footings required. 
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Left foundation wall and over-spanned 2x12 joists 

Rear addition corner settlement to be re-built with new footing and wall 



Page - 5 – 

Project: #-18063 – 1320 Harvard Road 

2/16/2018 

 

 

 

  

Addition side wall to be replaced 

Damaged wall framing to be replaced 
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Side porch to be re-built 
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April 24, 2025

Site Address: 1320 Harvard Road 
Atlanta GA, 30306

Parcel ID: 18 054 12 015

Application Date: March 26, 2025

Applicant: David Price
Mailing Address: 1595 Nottingham Way

Atlanta, GA 30309

THIS IS TO ADVISE YOU THAT THE DEKALB COUNTY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION, AT ITS REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED PUBLIC MEETING ON April 21, 2025, REACHED THE FOLLOWING DECISION ON THIS APPLICATION:

ACTION:     Approval

Rehabilitate an accessory structure on the rear of a historic property. To rehabilitate the structure, this 
includes the following work: 

1. Replace roof. The asphalt shingle roof will be re-shingled with new asphalt shingles.

2. Replace siding. The current wood siding will be replaced with new Hardi plank siding and trim.

3. Replace doors. The current 16’ wide overhead garage door will be replaced with a 16’ 7” garage door. A new steel, 6 panel door will be
installed on the lower level of the right elevation as a new side entry.

4. Replace windows. All of the current windows will be replaced with wood, fiberglass, paintable composite, or aluminum clad windows.
All windows will be either double hung or fixed windows with simulated divided lites in a three-over-four pane lite pattern. The single
window on the front elevation of the garage will be removed and replaced with a set of two double-hung windows on either side of
front façade. The single window on the rear elevation will also be removed and replaced with a set of two double-hung windows on
either side of the rear façade. The door currently leading onto the enclosed porch will be removed and replaced with a double hung
window.

5. Remove and rebuild enclosed porch. The current 124 square foot screened porch and concrete stairs on the left elevation of the garage 
will be removed. A new, 217 square foot wood porch will be constructed in the same location with an asphalt shingle roof, wood
railing, and a set of wood stairs leading to the front of the structure. 90 square feet of the porch will be unscreened and the remaining
127 square feet will be screened.

Dekalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
330 Ponce De Leon Avenue, Suite 300

Decatur, GA 30030
(404) 371-2155 or (404) 371-2813 (Fax)

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS
Lorraine Cochran-Johnson

Chief Executive Officer

PL111    Ver 12192019Page 1 of 1Print Date: 04/24/2025


	1320 Havard Rd BZOA Application 032625
	C:\Users\Dave\Documents\CAD Drawings\Genser\Genser Residence 012525 Model (1)
	30e13f28fb1664f0ed08d7be107f147b68320395ac31540fda19333b5c08c63b.pdf

	1320 Harvard Road decision form 4.25
	1320 Harvard Road HPCOA Approval



