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N9.Case No: A-24-1247492  Parcel ID(s): 18 112 10 001   

 

Commission District 02 Super District 06 

Applicant:  Beddy David Saca 
1982 Wilandrew Drive 
Decatur, GA, 300333 

 
Owner:   CHR Homes, LLC 

1982 Wilandrew Drive 
Decatur, GA 30033 

 
Project Name:  1982 Wilandrew Drive – Increased ADU Space 
 
Location:  1982 Wilandrew Drive, Decatur, GA, 30033 
 
 
Request:  Variances from Section 27 for the subject property, located in the R-100 zoning district and LaVista RIOD: 
 

- 4.2.3 (C-10) to increase the heated floor space of an accessory structure from 900 SF to 940 SF 
- 4.2.3 to increase the height of the accessory structure to 16’ (taller than the primary structure) 
- 4.2.2 (C-3) to decrease the side-yard setback for an accessory dwelling structure from 10’ to 7’. 

 
Staff Recommendation: Denial 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



   
 

   
 

STAFF FINDINGS:  
 
Beddy Saca is requesting an increase in the square footage (heated floor space) of an existing accessory dwelling unit from 900 SF to 
940 SF to provide accommodation to an aging family member at the single-family home at 1982 Wilandrew Drive. The property is situated 
on 0.35 acres and is located in the Lavista Acres RIOD.  
 
1. There is an extraordinary or exceptional physical condition(s) pertaining to the particular piece of property (such as, but not 
limited to, lot size, lot shape, specimen tree(s), steep slope(s), or preservation of historic characteristics of the property), which 
was not created by the current owner, previous owner, or applicant; by reason of a clearly demonstrable condition(s), the strict 
application of the requirements of this chapter would deprive the property owner of rights and privileges enjoyed by other 
property owners in the same zoning district, as distinguished from a special privilege or convenience sought by the property 
owner. 
 
The subject property is currently situated on a corner lot, approximately 0.35 ac (15,246 SF) in size, located on the corner of Wilandrew 
Drive and Amanda Circle. The property is in the R-100 (single-family residential) zoning district, which mandates a 10-foot side-yard 
setback for ADUs. The hardship was not created by the current and/or previous owner but stems from the property’s unique features and 
shape. Strict adherence to the zoning requirements may still allow construction of an ADU as there are alternative designs that could 
comply with the current zoning code.  
 
2. The requested variance does not go beyond the minimum necessary to afford relief, and does not constitute a grant of special 
privilege inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in the zoning district in which the subject property is located: 
 
The requested variance may go beyond the minimum necessary to provide relief for the proposed ADU. Based on the requirements of 
the zoning district, there may be alternative designs that would comply without the need for variances. Granting of this application may 
provide a special privilege to the applicant, inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in the zoning district.  
 
3. The grant of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the property or improvements 
in the zoning district in which the subject property is located: 
 
The proposed variance may not be detrimental to public welfare or surrounding properties. The new expansion seeks to provide additional 
living space and privacy to the applicant’s family. Utilizing the provided site plan and elevations, the permitting of this expansion would 
not negatively impact the surrounding properties in the zoning district. 
 
4. The literal interpretation and strict application of the applicable provisions or requirements of this chapter would cause 
undue and unnecessary hardship: 
 
The literal interpretation and strict application of the applicable zoning requirements may not cause undue hardship in this case. The 
property still meets the minimum requirements for square footage in this zoning district. Strict adherence to the requirements would not 
limit the ability to develop the property in a just and meaningful way. While the request may address the practical challenges of the 
applicant’s family by allowing the necessary adjustments to the ADU, the denial of the requested variances may not cause undue and 
unnecessary hardship.  
 
5. The requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this Chapter and the DeKalb County 
Comprehensive Plan Text: 
 
The variance request aligns with the spirit and purpose of the DeKalb County Comprehensive Plan, which promotes responsible 
development while accommodating the needs of property owners within residential neighborhoods. Supplying more livable square 
footage contributes to the goal of increasing housing supply within the Land Use chapter of the Comprehensive Plan. 
  



   
 

   
 

FINAL STAFF ANALYSIS: 
 
The applicant’s request to expand the accessory dwelling unit exceeds what is necessary to provide reasonable relief and does not 
demonstrate a clear hardship that justifies deviation from zoning standards. While the proposed improvements may serve a personal 
need, the variance requests collectively represent a special privilege not afforded to similarly zoned properties. Alternative designs appear 
feasible within existing regulations. For these reasons, staff recommends denial. 
 
Staff Recommendation: Denial. 
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