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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday, July 21, 2025- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Regular Agenda 

J. 1554 North Decatur Road, Cynthia Tauxe. Replace and modify location of signage. 1247663 
 

Built in 1962 – Nonhistoric (18 053 02 035) 
 

This property is in the Emory Village Character Area and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 
District. 

 
07-98 1554 North Decatur Road (CVS Pharmacy), Big B Inc./Steve Hebda. Add new storefront, new entrances, and 

prescription pick-up window. Denied 
04-99 1554 North Decatur Road (DH), Camille Schofield/Collins Signs. New sign design for CVS Pharmacy in Emory 

Village. Approved 
05-99 1554 North Decatur Road (DH), Big B, Inc. - Steve Hebda. Egress door on west side.  Approved. 
03-08 1554 North Decatur Road (DH), Dulcie Livingston. Replace signs on front and sides. 14568. Approved with 

modification. 
11-08 1554 North Decatur Road (DH), CVS Realty/Norr LLC. Changes to front elevation and canopy.  15114. Denied. 
03-10 1554 North Decatur Road (DH), Alliance to Improve Emory Village. Replace part of parking lot with permeable 

pavers and bio-retention swale. 16287. Approved. 
05-11 1554 North Decatur Road (DH), CVS Realty Co.  Add window graphics and change front sign.  17051. Part 

approved, part denied. 
06-11 1554 North Decatur Road (DH), Anchor Sign Co.-Dulcie Livingston. Replace front and side signs and paint 

building. 17099. Approved.  
 
Summary 
The applicant proposes the following work:  
 

1. Modify location of front façade sign. The existing “Sheild’s Meat Market,” sign on the front 
façade of the building will be moved 10’ to the right, towards the center of the building and 
the existing CVS sign. The sign will be moved to avoid tree branches.  

2. Replace sign on side elevation. The sign above the side door on the West elevation of the 
building will be removed and replaced. The replacement sign will be an older version of the 
sign for Sheild’s Market from the 1970’s. The replacement sign will measure 48” in height and 
88” in width.   

 
Recommendation   
Approve. These proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the district.  
This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
  
Relevant Guidelines   
 
 5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 
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9.10 Commercial Signage (p92) Guideline - Signage on commercial historic buildings should be subordinate to the 
architecture of the building and sized for legibility at a reasonable distance, particularly to pedestrians on sidewalks 
and motorists driving past Emory Village. Signage on historic or nonhistoric buildings should be set flush on the 
building face. Appropriate locations for signage within a traditional storefront include the lintel space which separates 
the storefront from the upper floor and the space above the transom in the storefront. Other potential locations 
include the window. Signs for nationally-franchised concerns can be designed to complement the scale and character 
of the district with recognizable logos still readable.  

 
11.0  Nonhistoric Properties (p93) Guideline - In reviewing an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a material 

change to a nonhistoric building, the Preservation Commission should evaluate the change for its potential impacts to 
any historic development (architecture and natural and cultural landscapes) in the area of influence of the nonhistoric 
property.  Guidelines presented in Section 7.0: Additions and new Construction are relevant to such evaluations. 

 
16.3.A.10 Building Signage. Allowable signs shall include those documented to have existed in Emory Village prior to 1980 

may be considered provided that they meet other criteria herein and are approved by the Historic Preservation 
Commission.  Furthermore, the number of signs and metrics thereof shall be as established for non-residential 
zoning districts in Chapter 21, Section 21-20 of the Code of Ordinances of DeKalb County, subject to the 
modifications contained herein.  

i. All signs, except window signs, shall be located a minimum of eight (8) feet above the adjacent 
sidewalk.  

ii. The following signs are permitted in all cases: Canopy signs (apron only), wall signs, projecting 
signs, directional signs, entrance signs, and window signs. 

iii. The following signs are prohibited in all cases: Roof signs,portable signs, internally lit signs, 
message signs, electronic signs, and other moving signs.  

iv. One (1) marquee sign may be provided within the district when associated with a theater, based 
on the Historic Preservation Commission indicating that said sign is consistent with historic 
precedents for marquee signs found in the City of Atlanta or DeKalb County between the 1920’s 
and the 1940’s. 

v. Except for one (1) authorized marquee sign, all projecting signs shall have a maximum area of 
eight (8) square feet per side and a maximum width of three (3) feet. No projecting sign shall 
extend more than four (4) feet from the building façade.  

vi. Side walls of buildings may be painted with murals advertising a business contained within said 
building providing that such murals are approved by the Historic Preservation Commission.  

vii. Pylons or other free-standing business signs are permitted only when replacing other existing free-
standing signs. Said signs shall not exceed forty (40) square feet, five (5) feet in height,  and eight 
(8) feet in width. Furthermore, said signs shall be supported by brick or stone bases having a width 
at least as wide as the sign it supports.  

viii. Neon window signs may be only on first stories. Window signs on all stories may be painted or 
etched glass. Visibility into commercial establishments shall not be obscured by opaque signage or 
window advertisements. 

ix. Parking and directional signage shall be unobtrusively located.  

Signage shall be designed to complement the architectural features of the buildings it is on, and such 
signage shall be consistent with respect to size, scale, material, and design of such buildings. Signs may 
be lit by duck/gooseneck lamps, and back/silhouette lighting. Individual sign lettering shall be a maximum 
of 15 inches in height. Appropriate locations for signage within traditional storefronts includes at lintels 
which separate storefronts from the upper floors, the space above the transoms in the storefronts, and the 
windows.  
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