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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday, July 21, 2025- 6:00 P.M.  

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
F. 1776 Coventry Road, Lisa Tarver. Enclose a rear deck, replace fencing, and repair rear retaining 
wall. 124766. 

 
Built in 1959 - Nonhistoric (18 004 04 020) 

 
This property is in the Chelsea Height Character Area but is not in a National Register Historic 

District. 
 

05-02 1776 Coventry Road (DH), Amelia Karafotias. Replace metal fence with a wooden fence. Approved. 
 

Summary 
The applicant proposes the following work:  
 

1. Enclose deck on the rear of property. The deck located on the rear façade of the nonhistoric 
house will be enclosed with an A-frame roof and mesh netting.  

2. Replace fencing. The existing 6-8’ wood picket fence along the Northern property line, near 
Heaton Park, will be repaired in kind. There will be no change in the size, location, or 
orientation of the fence and fencing will not be installed anywhere else on the property at this 
time.  

3. Repair rear retaining wall. The existing 6.5-8’ CMU block retaining wall located on the rear of 
the property will be repaired in kind with like materials. There will be no change in the size, 
location, or orientation of the wall.  

 
Recommendation   
Approve. These proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the district.  
This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
  
Relevant Guidelines   
 
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline - Fences and walls should not be built in front yard spaces and are strongly 

discouraged from corner lot side yard spaces. Retaining walls should only be used in situations where topography 
requires their use. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Recommendation - Fences are appropriate in rear yard spaces. Rear yard fences should be 

coordinated with existing county codes. Suggested materials include wood and chain link. Vinyl- covered chain link 
fencing, typically in bronze, brown, or black, assist in making fences less obtrusive. Vines are suggested to “soften” the 
appearance of metal chain link fencing. If wood fencing is used, the paint color and design should be compatible with 



9 
 

the architecture of the adjacent residence. Fence heights can range from 4' to 6' depending on the reason for the 
enclosure.  

 
11.0  Nonhistoric Properties (p93) Guideline - In reviewing an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a material 

change to a nonhistoric building, the Preservation Commission should evaluate the change for its potential impacts to 
any historic development (architecture and natural and cultural landscapes) in the area of influence of the nonhistoric 
property.  Guidelines presented in Section 7.0: Additions and new Construction are relevant to such evaluations. 
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From: GiG Solutions, LLC
To: Paige V. Jennings; Landan Ansell
Subject: Re: Questions Regarding Application - 1776 Coventry Road
Date: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 10:58:53 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello Paige,

Please see answers below.

Landan,

Please review and feel free to add any necessary information.

Thanks Lisa 

On Tue, Jul 15, 2025 at 4:35 PM Paige V. Jennings <pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov>
wrote:

Good Afternoon,

Hope that this email finds you well!

We are finalizing our staff reviews for the upcoming HPC meeting scheduled for Monday,
July 21st.  Before finalizing our report on the application for 1776 Coventry Road, could you
please provide information for the following questions?

1. What materials will be used to enclose the rear deck? (Siding, netting, roofing, etc.) 
MESH NETTING AND ROOFING

2. Will the deck be enlarged or reduced in size? If so, how will size of the deck be
modified? DECK WILL BE SAME SIZE BUT THE PLAN IS TO ENCLOSE IT BY
ADDING FRAMING, A-FRAME GABLE ROOF AND MESH SCREEN 

3. Can you provide drawings of the existing deck and the proposed enclosed deck?  YES
I HAVE AS BUILT DRAWINGS FOR THE DECK AND ALSO A DRAWING FOR
THE PROPOSED A-FRAME GABLE ROOF

4. What is the material of the existing retaining wall? CMU BLOCK Will the repairs be
made in kind or with new materials?  REPAIRS WILL BE MADE IN KIND What is
the existing height of the retaining wall? 6.5-8 FEET RETAINING WALL  Will the
wall be enlarged or reduced in size? WALL WILL BE THE SAME SIZE

5. What material is the existing fencing? PRESSURE TREATED 4X4 POST AND
DOG EAR PICKETS Will the fence be replaced with the same material or with a new
material? REPAIRED WITH SAME MATERIAL What is the height of the previous
fence and what is the height of the proposed fence? 6-8 FEET

6. Can you confirm that the retaining wall and fencing are located along the Northern
property line, towards Heaton Park? YES THE FENCE IS ALONG THE
NORTHERN PROPERTY LINE TOWARDS HEATON PARK.  Will the fence be
installed anywhere else on the property aside from along the Northern property line?
NO

Please provide all information that you can as soon as possible. Our reports will be finalized

mailto:gigsolutionsllc@gmail.com
mailto:pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov
mailto:landan.ansell@gmail.com
mailto:pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov

m DeKalb County

GEORGIA





before the of the week and will be sent out along with the agenda for the meeting to
applicants.

Thank You,

Paige

Paige V. Jennings (they/them)

Senior Planner, Historic Preservation

DeKalb County Government | Department of Planning & Sustainability

Current Planning | Zoning Division

Government Services Center| 178 Sams Street | Decatur, GA 30030

Email: pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov

County Cell: 470-829-7341

 

 

Click here for Permit Status DeKalb County Permit Tracker

Click here for Permit Guide https://app.oncamino.com/dekalb_county/

Click here for Zoning Map DeKalb County Parcel Viewer
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From: GiG Solutions, LLC
To: Paige V. Jennings
Cc: Landan Ansell
Subject: Re: Questions Regarding Application - 1776 Coventry Road
Date: Thursday, July 17, 2025 7:34:45 PM
Attachments: image001.png

8330a91f-f977-4cb5-bd40-928dd82e833a.png
COVENTRY DECK-D2 07-03-25.pdf
COVENTRY DECK-D1 07-03-25.pdf

Hi Paige,

I wanted to make sure I provide clarity on question #6.

The retaining wall (blue line) is mainly on Vickers.  The fence (pink line) is on both Vickers
and Heaton.

Also, I have attached the existing deck plan and the proposed framing plan for the enclosed
gable/porch.

On Thu, Jul 17, 2025 at 4:46 PM Paige V. Jennings <pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov>
wrote:

Good Afternoon,

mailto:gigsolutionsllc@gmail.com
mailto:pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov
mailto:landan.ansell@gmail.com
mailto:pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov
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Thank you for the quick response!

 

A copy of your email with the information requested have been added to the record for the HPC to
review.

 

If possible, can you provide the requested drawings of the existing deck and the proposed enclosed
deck for the record?

 

Thank You,

Paige

 

Paige V. Jennings (they/them)

Senior Planner, Historic Preservation

DeKalb County Government | Department of Planning & Sustainability

Current Planning | Zoning Division

Government Services Center| 178 Sams Street | Decatur, GA 30030

Email: pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov

County Cell: 470-829-7341

 

 

Click here for Permit Status DeKalb County Permit Tracker

Click here for Permit Guide https://app.oncamino.com/dekalb_county/

Click here for Zoning Map DeKalb County Parcel Viewer

 

From: GiG Solutions, LLC <gigsolutionsllc@gmail.com> 
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Sent: Tuesday, July 15, 2025 10:59 PM
To: Paige V. Jennings <pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov>; Landan Ansell
<landan.ansell@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Questions Regarding Application - 1776 Coventry Road

 

Hello Paige,

 

Please see answers below.

 

Landan,

 

Please review and feel free to add any necessary information.

 

Thanks Lisa 

 

 

On Tue, Jul 15, 2025 at 4:35 PM Paige V. Jennings <pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov>
wrote:

Good Afternoon,

Hope that this email finds you well!

We are finalizing our staff reviews for the upcoming HPC meeting scheduled for Monday,
July 21st.  Before finalizing our report on the application for 1776 Coventry Road, could
you please provide information for the following questions?

1. What materials will be used to enclose the rear deck? (Siding, netting, roofing, etc.) 
MESH NETTING AND ROOFING

2. Will the deck be enlarged or reduced in size? If so, how will size of the deck be
modified? DECK WILL BE SAME SIZE BUT THE PLAN IS TO ENCLOSE IT
BY ADDING FRAMING, A-FRAME GABLE ROOF AND MESH SCREEN 

3. Can you provide drawings of the existing deck and the proposed enclosed deck? 
YES I HAVE AS BUILT DRAWINGS FOR THE DECK AND ALSO A
DRAWING FOR THE PROPOSED A-FRAME GABLE ROOF

4. What is the material of the existing retaining wall? CMU BLOCK Will the repairs
be made in kind or with new materials?  REPAIRS WILL BE MADE IN KIND
What is the existing height of the retaining wall? 6.5-8 FEET RETAINING WALL 

mailto:pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov
mailto:landan.ansell@gmail.com
mailto:pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov


Will the wall be enlarged or reduced in size? WALL WILL BE THE SAME SIZE
5. What material is the existing fencing? PRESSURE TREATED 4X4 POST AND

DOG EAR PICKETS Will the fence be replaced with the same material or with a
new material? REPAIRED WITH SAME MATERIAL What is the height of the
previous fence and what is the height of the proposed fence? 6-8 FEET

6. Can you confirm that the retaining wall and fencing are located along the Northern
property line, towards Heaton Park? YES THE FENCE IS ALONG THE
NORTHERN PROPERTY LINE TOWARDS HEATON PARK.  Will the fence be
installed anywhere else on the property aside from along the Northern property
line? NO

Please provide all information that you can as soon as possible. Our reports will be
finalized before the of the week and will be sent out along with the agenda for the meeting
to applicants.

Thank You,

Paige

Paige V. Jennings (they/them)

Senior Planner, Historic Preservation

DeKalb County Government | Department of Planning & Sustainability

Current Planning | Zoning Division

Government Services Center| 178 Sams Street | Decatur, GA 30030

Email: pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov

County Cell: 470-829-7341

 

 

Click here for Permit Status DeKalb County Permit Tracker

Click here for Permit Guide https://app.oncamino.com/dekalb_county/

Click here for Zoning Map DeKalb County Parcel Viewer
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