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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monday, September 15, 2025- 6:00 P.M.  

Staff Report 
Consent Agenda 
F. 1741 South Ponce de Leon Avenue, FIELD Landscape Architecture. Install fencing and gate. 
1247760 

Built in 1930 (15 238 01 016) 
 

This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area #1 and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 
District. 

 
05-20 1741 South Ponce de Leon Avenue (DH), Warner McConaughey/Hammersmith. Replace all the windows. 

1243943. Approved. 
08-20 1741 South Ponce de Leon Avenue (DH), Warren McConaughey/Hammersmith.  Replace garage and install gate 

across driveway. 1244189. Approved. 
12-24 1741 South Ponce de Leon Avenue, FIELD Landscape Architecture. Insall swimming pool, construct deck, 

construct outdoor kitchen, and install landscaping in backyard. 1247343. Approved Automatically after 45-
Days. 

 
Summary 
 
The applicant proposes installing fencing and a gate around the perimeter of the backyard of the 
property. A portion of the fencing will be black chain link, while another portion of the fencing and 
the gate will be wood. The chain link fencing will be installed along the Western side property line, 
connecting to the existing wall and pedestrian fate on the rear right corner of the house. The wood 
fencing will be installed along the rear and Eastern side property line, connecting to the wood 
pedestrian gate to be installed on the front left corner of the house. Both portions of the fencing and 
the gate will measure 6’ in height. The fencing and gate will be installed around the perimeter of a 
previously approved pool in the backyard to meet DeKalb County Health Code requirements.   
 
Recommendation   
Approve. These proposed changes do not appear to have a substantial adverse effect on the district.  
This application appears to meet the guidelines and the staff recommends approval. 
  
Relevant Guidelines   
 
5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline - Fences and walls should not be built in front yard spaces and are strongly 

discouraged from corner lot side yard spaces. Retaining walls should only be used in situations where topography 
requires their use. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Recommendation - Fences are appropriate in rear yard spaces. Rear yard fences should be 

coordinated with existing county codes. Suggested materials include wood and chain link. Vinyl- covered chain link 
fencing, typically in bronze, brown, or black, assist in making fences less obtrusive. Vines are suggested to “soften” the 
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appearance of metal chain link fencing. If wood fencing is used, the paint color and design should be compatible with 
the architecture of the adjacent residence. Fence heights can range from 4' to 6' depending on the reason for the 
enclosure.  

 



1741 S Ponce de Leon Ave

FIELD Landscape Architecture davis@fieldla.com

195 Arizona Ave Unit LW4, Atlanta, GA 30307

404-831-7180

■

Daniel Berlin dberlin@dberlin.org

Melissa Berlin melissa.s.berlin@gmail.com

1741 S Ponce de Leon Ave

678-633-8014

2025

- Installation of new fencing to meet pool enclosure code.
- Solid wood fencing with pedestrian gate
- Black chain link fencing meeting pool enclosure code to replace existing chain link fence

- Plans for surrounding scope of work approved under #1247343

✔

8/12/2025



Daniel and Melissa Berlin

1741 S Ponce de Leon Ave NE Atlanta GA

Field Landscape Architecture
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From: Davis Bishop
To: Paige V. Jennings
Subject: Re: Questions Regarding Application -1741 South Ponce de Leon Avenue
Date: Wednesday, September 10, 2025 9:20:04 AM
Attachments: image001.png

250910 - 1741 S Ponce Notated Plan.pdf

Sorry, see attached.

Davis Bishop, PLA
Landscape Architect

Please note our address has changed 

FIELD Landscape Architecture LLC
195 Arizona Ave NE , Unit LW4 
Atlanta, GA 30307
p:   404-831-7180
e:   davis@fieldla.com
w:  www.fieldla.com

On Wed, Sep 10, 2025 at 9:18 AM Davis Bishop <davis@fieldla.com> wrote:
Hi Paige,

I've attached a marked-up site plan that should clarify the extent of proposed Chain Link +
Wooden Fencing we are proposing.

There is only (1) pedestrian gate (opening) that we are proposing in the entire run of the new
fence. We are proposing all fencing and gate to be a maximum of 6' height.

Thank you!
Davis Bishop, PLA
Landscape Architect

Please note our address has changed 

FIELD Landscape Architecture LLC
195 Arizona Ave NE , Unit LW4 
Atlanta, GA 30307
p:   404-831-7180
e:   davis@fieldla.com
w:  www.fieldla.com

On Tue, Sep 9, 2025 at 4:51 PM Paige V. Jennings <pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov>
wrote:

mailto:davis@fieldla.com
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ffieldla.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cpvjennings%40dekalbcountyga.gov%7C1122c490411544acd00308ddf06cb6f8%7C292d5527abff45ffbc92b1db1037607b%7C1%7C0%7C638931072035310566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RbVVxHG3CSTA4cUg72AHGBXhHdGd0bqZ%2BTaPdPdoiG8%3D&reserved=0
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Good Afternoon,

Hope that this email finds you well!

We are finalizing our staff reviews for the upcoming HPC meeting scheduled for Monday,
September 15th.  Before finalizing our report on the application for 1741 South Ponce de
Leon Avenue, could you please provide information for the following questions?

1. Can you provide a site plan to show the location of the proposed fencing and gate,
and the portions of the fence that will be chain link or wood?

2. What is the height of the proposed fencing and gate?  What is the height of the
proposed fencing and gate?  

Please provide all information that you can as soon as possible. Our reports will be
completed and sent out along with the agenda for the meeting to applicants before the end
of the week. If we receive a response after our reports have been completed, your response
will be saved to the record for the Commission to review prior to the meeting along with
your application.

Thank You,

Paige

Paige V. Jennings (they/them)

Senior Planner, Historic Preservation

DeKalb County Government | Department of Planning & Sustainability

Current Planning | Zoning Division

Government Services Center| 178 Sams Street | Decatur, GA 30030

Email: pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov

County Cell: 470-829-7341

 

 

Click here for Permit Status DeKalb County Permit Tracker

Click here for Permit Guide https://app.oncamino.com/dekalb_county/

Click here for Zoning Map DeKalb County Parcel Viewer
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