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Chief Executive Officer 
Michael Thurmond 

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY 
 

Interim Director
Cedric Hudson 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS APPLICATION FOR PUBLIC HEARING (VARIANCES, SPECIAL 
EXCEPTIONS, APPEALS OF ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS) 

Applicant and/or
Authorized Representative: ______________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code: ____________________________________________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Home: ______________________________ Business: _______________________________________

OWNER OF RECORD OF SUBJECT PROPERTY

Owner: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address (Mailing): _____________________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________ Telephone Home: ________________ Business: _______________

ADDRESS/LOCATION OF SUBJECT PROPERTY

Address: __________________________________________ City: _________________ State: _____ Zip: _____

District(s): __________ Land Lot(s): __________ Block: __________ Parcel: __________

Zoning Classification: _________________ Commission District & Super District: _____________________

CHECK TYPE OF HEARING REQUESTED:

_____ VARIANCE (From Development Standards causing undue hardship upon owners of property.)

_____ SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS (To reduce or waive off-street parking or loading space requirements.)

_____ OFFICIAL APPEAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS.

*PLEASE REVIEW THE FILING GUIDELINES ON PAGE 4. FAILURE TO FOLLOW
GUIDELINES MAY RESULT IN SCHEDULING DELAYS.*

Email plansustain@dekalbcountyga.gov with any questions.



DeKalb{ounty

DEPANTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILIU *

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS APPTICATION

AUTHORIZATION OF THE PROPERTY OWNER

I hereby authorize the staff and members of the Zoning Board of Appeals to inspect the premises of the
Subject Property.

I hereby certify that the information provided in the application is true and conect.

I hereby certify that I am the owner of the property subject to the application.

DArE: Ab- O{- &oaS Appticant
Signature;

Applicant
Signature:

DArE: 01 / gS 12"4
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ZONING BOARD OP APPHATS APPLICATION

AUT}IORIZATION TO REPRESENT THE PROPERTY OWNER

I h*rehy authorize th* staff and members of the Zoning Board of Appeals lo inspect the premises of the
Subject Property.

I hereby certify that the information provided in the application is true *nd corect,

I hereby certify that I am the owner of the property arid that I authsrize the appllcantlagent to apply for a
hearing tc ths ZcningBoard of Appeals fnr the requests as shourjn this applicaticn

DArE: OOlo4 tZS Applicant/Agent
$ignatur*:

TO WHOM IT IVIAY CONCERN:

(ii/ iwE). ft'rorrf A'tr, p
{Name of 0wners}

being {owner/owners} of the property descrined belcw cr attach*d
siEned agenlrapplicant"

(A /tR-AJ

hereby deiegate aLrthority to the above
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Application for Variance- DeKalb County, GA, Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

Letter of Intent 

307 Vickers Drive, Atlanta, GA 30307 

 

August 13, 2025 

Subject: Variance Request for Side Yard Setback Reduction on corner lot- Section 27-2.2.1 

We are proposing a new screened-in porch and deck addition to the existing structure on 307 
Vickers Drive. The screened- in porch addition will be a two-story structure, with the porch 
extending on the main level and a storage room below (basement level). 
The proposed addition will be located at the back of the existing structure and will meet all 
setback requirements of the lot. 
 
We are applying for a variance from Chapter 27-2.2.1, to reduce the existing south side setback 
from 7.5’ to 5’, in order to add to the existing structure. 
 
1. Physical Conditions of the site: 

The original main structure of the property was built in 1950. The south side of the 

structure was built encroaching into the side setback and reducing the side setback to 

 5’-5”. 

The property has suffered several tree damages over the last years. The existing porch 

located on the northeast corner of the existing structure got destroyed by a falling tree. 

 

2. Need for variances and minimal request: 

We are asking for a side setback variance for the existing legal nonconformity of the 

structure to allow for the proposed meaningful improvement of the addition.  

The proposed screened-in porch and deck will be entirely within the required setbacks. 

 

3. Impact on neighboring properties and community: 

The proposed rear addition will not have an impact on the neighboring properties. The 

proposed changes will provide an aesthetic and functional improvement to the property 

and the streetscape of Vickers Drive. 

See attached letters from immediate neighbors: 

 Bruce Friedman (303 Vickers Drive), Keiko & Carol Price (308 Vickers Drive),Chowning 

& Kevin Hawkins (315 Vickers Drive) and Ryan & Betsy Wallace (1788 Hummingbird 

Lane) 

   

 



 4. Hardship: 

The proposed screened-in porch and deck addition will replace a small porch and deck 

that was destroyed by a fallen tree. Currently the kitchen patio door has no means of 

egress.  The proposed addition is a necessary upgrade to give the owners the 

opportunity to enjoy the outdoors year around. Especially protection from insects has 

been a raising concern since the mosquito population represents a serious problem in 

the neighborhood. 

Meaningful upgrades to the existing primary structure will not be possible without this 

variance. We are asking for the existing side setback condition to be grandfathered since 

a modification would cause hardship for the owners. 

 

5. Align with the spirit of the law: 

We believe that this variance request aligns with the intent of the suburban character 

area, as outlined in the DeKalb County Comprehensive Plan. 

The request for this proposed project (screened-in porch and deck addition) is to 

grandfather the existing side set back of the existing structure. The proposed work will 

meet all setback requirements of the lot, and this variance will address the existing 

condition that has been in place since 1950. 

The proposed addition is in line with the goals of keeping the aesthetics of the character 

area by keeping the characteristic building elements of the main structure in place. 

 

We will apply for the Certificate of Appropriateness for this project on 10/20/25 

 

We appreciate your time and consideration of our variance request 

Thank you for your help and guidance. 

 Sincerely, 

 

Juan Ramirez , Studio d+c,Inc.- Contractor 

770-318 2782 

jramirez@studiod-c.com 

 

Melissa Arnau & James Elliott Patton- Owner 

307 Vickers Drive 

Atlanta, GA 30307 

678 416 9636 

 

Attachments: Letters of neighbors:  

Bruce Friedman, 303 Vickers Drive 

Keiko & Carol Price, 308 Vickers Drive 

Chowning & Kevin Hawkins, 315 Vickers Drive 

Ryan & Betsy Wallace, 1788 Hummingbird Lane 

 

Photos of existing structures: A9.01 

mailto:jramirez@studiod-c.com
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A1.00A 1.00 SEE GRAPHIC SCALE
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