






LETTER OF INTENT 

Variance Request – Gate Setback 

Section 27-5.4.7.A(8) 

Dear Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals, 

I am requesting a variance from Section 27-5.4.7.A(8) of the zoning ordinance to reduce the 

required gate setback from 50 feet to approximately 10 feet. This adjustment will enable secure 

and efficient vehicle access for Spice Kitchen at 2125 Candler Road. 

Physical Conditions of the Site 

The unique, acute-angled frontage of our property at 2125 Candler Road creates a narrower and 

irregular approach, setting it apart from neighboring lots, which have linear, parallel property 

lines. As a result, only approximately 12 feet separates our property line from the main 

driveway at its narrowest point—far less than the required 50-foot setback. This geometry 

severely limits usable space, making a 50-foot setback impractical. Locating the gate further 

back would obstruct the main driveway and loading area, directly impeding customer and 

delivery vehicle access, as indicated in the site diagram. 

Minimum Variance Necessary 

A 10-foot setback is the minimum required for a functional gate. Moving it further back would 

hinder secure and practical vehicle access. 

Public Welfare 

The gate is essential to prevent loitering, dumping, and unauthorized access, which protects 

high-value trucks and equipment on site. Its keypad and phone app system allows vehicles to 

enter quickly and avoid traffic congestion on Candler Road. The well-maintained gate improves 

our property's safety and appearance. I am also seeking letters of support from neighboring 

businesses. 

Ordinance Hardship 

Enforcing the 50-foot setback would prevent safe property operation. The gate would impede 

vehicle access and site security, both essential to business operations. The proposed location is 

the only feasible spot for the gate. 

Alignment with the Spirit of the Law 

The purpose of the setback rule is to make sure vehicles can enter a property safely without 

blocking traffic. Our gate system fully supports that goal. With keypad and remote access, 

vehicles can enter immediately, and the property has enough space inside the entrance for cars 

and trucks to queue safely. Our property is located in the Commercial Redevelopment Corridor, 

and securing and improving the site aligns with the goals of reinvestment, safety, and enhanced 

corridor appearance. 



Thank you for your time and consideration. I appreciate the opportunity to explain our situation 

and am committed to working with the County to ensure we maintain a safe, well-managed 

property. 

Sincerely, 

 

David Williams 

Owner, Spice Kitchen 

2125 Candler Rd, Decatur, GA 30032 
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