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DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026- 6:00 P.M. 

Staff Report 
Regular Agenda 
D. 1035 Oxford Road, Ben Darmer for Parkwood Living, LLC. Modify a previously approved COA 

to construct a nonhistoric house. 1247910.  
 

To be Built - Nonhistoric (18 002 04 020) 
 

This property is in the Druid Hills Character Area #1 and the Druid Hills National Register Historic 
District. 

 
02-25 1035 Oxford Road, Ben Darmer for Parkwood Living, LLC. Demolish a historic house and construct a new house. 

1247316. Denied. (Remanded on Appeal) 
04-25 1035 Oxford Road, Ben Darmer for Parkwood Living, LLC. Demolish a historic house and construct a new house. 

1247316. Approved with Modifications. 
 
Summary 
 
January 2026 
 
The application was deferred with the consent of the applicant from the December 2025 meeting in 
order for the applicant to clarify the proposed scope of work for the application. The applicant 
clarified that the proposed rear addition was no longer a part of the proposed plans, and that the 
application would only be for the proposed inground pool in the backyard of the property and the 
proposed privacy fence that would be installed along the rear and side property lines.  
 
December 2025 
 
The applicant proposes the following work:  
 

1. Construct a rear addition on a nonhistoric house. A “flex room” addition will be constructed on 
the rear, Northern corner of the previously approved nonhistoric house. The addition will be 
single story, constructed with a gable roof, and will not be visible from the Right of Way.  

2. Install a pool in the backyard. An in-ground pool will be installed in the backyard of the 
property. A paver patio will be installed around the pool.  

3. Install a privacy fence. A 6ft wood privacy fence will be installed around the perimeter of the 
property, along the rear and side property lines and extending towards the front property line.  

 
Recommendation   
Approval with Modification. Staff recommends approval of the proposed in-ground pool with the 
modification that the proposed fencing with the modification that the privacy fence only be installed 
in the backyard of the property and should not extend into the front yard or beyond the rear corners 
of nonhistoric house in accordance with Guideline 9.4; all other work shown on the plans provided 
that differ from the plans approved by the COA issued in April of 2025 is not included within this 
approval.  
  
Relevant Guidelines   
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5.0  Design Review Objective (p45) - When making a material change to a structure that is in view from a public right-of-

way, a higher standard is required to ensure that design changes are compatible with the architectural style of the 
structure and retain character-defining features. When a proposed material change to a structure is not in view from 
the public-right-way, the Preservation Commission may review the project with a less strict standard so as to allow the 
owner more flexibility. Such changes, however, shall not have a substantial adverse effect on the overall architectural 
character of the structure. 

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline - Fences and walls should not be built in front yard spaces and are strongly 

discouraged from corner lot side yard spaces. Retaining walls should only be used in situations where topography 
requires their use. In the review of the installation of fencing, the front yard shall be defined as the portion of land 
between the front entrance of the main structure on the property and the Right of Way of which the property is 
addressed.  

 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Guideline – The plantings of shrubbery to create a hedge is considered fencing and will 

require review by the preservation commission.  
 
9.4  Enclosures and Walls (p90) Recommendation - Fences are appropriate in rear yard spaces. Rear yard fences should be 

coordinated with existing county codes. Suggested materials include wood and chain link. Vinyl- covered chain link 
fencing, typically in bronze, brown, or black, assist in making fences less obtrusive. Vines are suggested to “soften” the 
appearance of metal chain link fencing. If wood fencing is used, the paint color and design should be compatible with 
the architecture of the adjacent residence. Fence heights can range from 4' to 6' depending on the reason for the 
enclosure.  

 
11.0  Nonhistoric Properties (p94) Guideline - In reviewing an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness for a material 

change to a nonhistoric building, the Preservation Commission should evaluate the change for its potential impacts to 
any historic development (architecture and natural and cultural landscapes) in the area of influence of the nonhistoric 
property.  Guidelines presented in Section 7.0: Additions and new Construction are relevant to such evaluations. 
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To: Paige V. Jennings; 
Cc:
Subject: Re: 1035 Oxford Road - HPC
Date: Tuesday, January 13, 2026 3:28:07 PM
Attachments: image001.png

24412SPB (2) (1).pdf

Hey Paige, hope all is well and Happy New Year! Since we removed that flex room, all we are submitting for in this
application is the pool and the wood privacy fence. Here is the site plan with the proposed pool and fence. I assume
we no longer need to show the house for the meeting, as we have already permitted that and have started. Please let
me know if you think we need anything else for this. Thanks!

Mike Wall
404-438-6120

On Tue, Jan 13, 2026 at 2:31 PM Paige V. Jennings <pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov>
wrote:

Good Afternoon,

 

Hope that everyone is doing well and had a wonderful holiday season!

 

We are preparing our staff reports for next week’s HPC meeting, and I wanted to check in on if
there will be any additional documents submitted for review. Please let me know and send over the
documents as soon as possible, so that we can have our staff reports completed before the end of
the day tomorrow.

 

Thank You,

Paige

 

Paige V. Jennings (they/them)

Senior Planner, Historic Preservation

DeKalb County Government | Department of Planning & Sustainability

Current Planning | Zoning Division

Government Services Center| 178 Sams Street | Decatur, GA 30030

Email: pvjennings@dekalbcountyga.gov


	1035 Oxford Road staff report 01.26
	D. HPC-1247910 Jan 2026 application 1035 Oxford Rd



