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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING & SUSTAINABILITY 
Chief of Executive Officer Director 
Lorraine Cochran-Johnson Juliana A. Njoku 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS (ZBA) APPLICATION 

to Amend the Official Zoning Map of DeKalb County, Georgia 

 
 

APPLICANT/OWNER: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Subject Property Address:   
 

 

City:  State:   Zip:   

 

Parcel ID Number(s): ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Commission District(s): _______________          Super District(s): _______________          Acreage: _______________ 

 

 

TYPE OF HEARING REQUESTED (check one) 

 

VARIANCE (from Development Standards causing undue hardship upon owners of property.) 

 

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS (to Reduce or Waive off-street parking or loading space requirements.) 

 

OFFICIAL APPEAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS. 

 

*PLEASE REVIEWTHE FILING GUIDELINES ON PAGE 4. 

FAILURE TO FOLLOW GUIDELINES MAY RESULT IN SCHEDULING DELAYS.* 

 
I hereby authorize the staff of the Planning and Sustainable Department to inspect the property that is the subject of this 

application. 

 

Owner Agent   

 
 

Signature  Date 

 

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS (ZBA) PPLICATION FEE: 

$300.00 

DeKalb County does not require payment by wire transfer. 
Be aware of scammers and fraudulent emails. 
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`To the DeKalb County Zoning Board of Appeals, 

We are the Skovs, a family of four who have been proud residents of DeKalb County since 
2015. We love our home in Medlock Park and are thrilled to be raising our two children in this 
neighborhood. We value the character, walkability, and sense of community here, and we hope 
to continue investing in our home in a way that supports our growing family. 

We are the homeowners of the subject property and are seeking approval to construct a carport 
adjacent to our existing residence. The proposed carport is intended to provide covered parking 
and a safe, protected transition from our vehicle into the home. The full scope of work includes a 
single-story, open-sided carport structure designed to be architecturally consistent with the 
existing home and surrounding neighborhood. We respectfully submit this letter in support of our 
request for a variance to Section 27-2.2.1, to allow the construction of a residential carport and 
to reduce the required side yard setback from 7.5 feet to 3 feet, as governed by the applicable 
zoning code. 

We have two small children and a senior dog, and the primary purpose of this carport is to allow 
us to safely transfer them from the car to the house without exposure to inclement weather. 
Adding a carport that connects directly to our stairs and porch would help us better meet the 
daily needs of our family while remaining in the home and neighborhood we love. 

Physical Conditions​
Our property has unique physical conditions that create practical difficulties. Our lot is only 70 
feet wide which is smaller than the standard 75-foot minimum lot width of the typical R-75 
zoning, which is most common in our district. Our home was constructed in 1949, before the 
adoption of the modern zoning code in 2015. As a result, some of the structure sits outside of 
current setback requirements. These conditions limit the feasible placement of any accessory 
structure, such as a carport, to allow for the standard set back.  

Minimum Necessary​
The requested variance represents the minimum relief necessary to allow a functional carport. 
The proposed width is limited to the standard minimum of approximately 9 feet required for a 
single parking space, ensuring basic usability without excess. The reduced setback is only what 
is required to connect the carport to the existing front stoop of the home and maintain safe, 
practical access. This request does not provide any special advantage beyond what is 
reasonably necessary and does not exceed what other property owners in the zoning district 
could pursue under similar constraints. 

Public Welfare​
The proposed variance will not negatively impact public welfare or neighboring properties. The 
carport will not interfere with neighbors’ privacy, light, or use of their properties. It will not 
obstruct visibility, utilities, or drainage, and it is consistent with other similar carports already 
present in the neighborhood. The project will maintain the residential character of the area and 
poses no harm to surrounding properties or improvements within the same zoning district. 



Ordinance Hardship​
Strict enforcement of the side yard setback ordinance would create an undue hardship by 
effectively preventing any meaningful improvement to the property. Because the home already 
exists outside of current setbacks, compliance with the ordinance would make construction of a 
carport impractical, if not impossible. Without a variance, the property cannot reasonably be 
adapted to meet the safety and accessibility needs of our family as it exists today. 

Alignment with the Spirit of the Law​
The requested variance aligns with the overall intent of the zoning ordinance and the DeKalb 
County Comprehensive Plan. The property’s assigned land use is consistent with a suburban 
residential area, and the proposed carport reflects the established characteristics of that land 
use. The design prioritizes modest scale, aesthetics, and neighborhood character. Similar 
carport structures exist nearby, and adding a carport to our home would keep in character with 
other houses in our same neighborhood. Approval of this variance would represent a 
reasonable adaptation that supports safe residential use without undermining broader planning 
goals. 

In conclusion, For the reasons outlined above, we respectfully request approval of the variance 
to allow construction of a carport and to reduce the side yard setback from 7.5 feet to 3 feet. We 
earnestly thank the Zoning Board of Appeals for your time and thoughtful consideration of our 
request. 

 

Sincerely, 

Abigail & Jarrett Skov 

533 Scott Circle, Decatur GA 3003 
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