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N8. Case No: A-26-1248001    Parcel ID(s): 18 061 02 027 

  
Commission District 02 Super District 06 
 
Applicant:  Luke Love, PLA / Love Land Design, LLC 

P.O. Box 252 
Pine Lake, GA 30072 

 
Owner:  Jarrett Skov and Abigail Skov 

533 Scott Circle 
Decatur, GA 30033 

 
Project Name:   533 Scott Circle - Carport Addition  

Location:   533 Scott Circle, Decatur, GA 30033 

 

Requests:  Variance request from Section 27-2.2.1 of the DeKalb County Zoning Ordinance to reduce the required side yard 
setback from 7.5 feet to 3 feet to construct a single-story carport adjacent to the existing house in the R-75 zoning 
district. 

Staff Recommendation: Approval with Conditions 

 
Recommended Conditions:  

1. The following information about this variance shall be noted on any site plan prepared for the subject property: case number, 
approval date, type of variance and condition(s) of approval. 

2. The variance shall apply only to the one-story carport addition, including its location and general configuration, as shown on 
the submitted site plan prepared by Love Land Design, LLC. No expansion beyond the submitted improvement area shall be 
permitted unless otherwise approved, and all other applicable dimensional requirements of the R-75 district shall be met. 

  



   
 

   
 

STAFF FINDINGS:   
 

The subject property is located at 533 Scott Circle in the R-75 zoning district and is identified in the submitted pre-application materials 
within the Suburban (SUB) Character Area. The parcel is developed with an existing single-family residence. The survey submitted 
depicts a lot area of approximately 10,419 square feet, or 0.239 acre, with approximately 70 feet of frontage along Scott Circle. The 
letter of intent states that the house was constructed in 1949, predating the current zoning code framework referenced in the 
application materials.  

The applicant seeks approval to construct a single-story, open-sided carport attached to the existing residence. The site plan shows the 
proposed carport along the side of the existing house near the front stoop area, and the application package requests relief from the 
required side yard setback under Section 27-2.2.1. A neighboring property owner submitted a letter of support stating the proposed 
carport would not interfere with their privacy or enjoyment of property and would remain in character with similar development in the 
area. 
 
 
1. There is an extraordinary or exceptional physical condition(s) pertaining to the particular piece of property (such as, but 
not limited to, lot size, lot shape, specimen tree(s), steep slope(s), or preservation of historic characteristics of the property), 
which was not created by the current owner, previous owner, or applicant; by reason of a clearly demonstrable condition(s), 
the strict application of the requirements of this chapter would deprive the property owner of rights and privileges enjoyed by 
other property owners in the same zoning district, as distinguished from a special privilege or convenience sought by the 
property owner.   
   

The lot is approximately 70 feet wide, which is narrower than the 75-foot minimum lot width typically associated with the R-75 district, 
and the existing house predates the current zoning code. The applicant also states that portions of the existing house sit outside 
current setback requirements. The narrow lot width and placement of the residence restrict the  area available for a covered parking 
structure.  

While the physical hardship is not extreme, staff finds that the lot’s limited width and the relationship of the non-conforming house to 
current setbacks create a site-specific constraint. Therefore, the file supports a finding that strict application of the side yard 
requirement limits a type of residential improvement that may otherwise be feasible on less constrained lots in the same district. For 
this purpose, staff proposes condition #2 to address this. 
 
 
2. The requested variance does not go beyond the minimum necessary to afford relief, and does not constitute a grant of 
special privilege inconsistent with the limitations upon other properties in the zoning district in which the subject property is 
located:   
 

The request can be supported as the minimum necessary for the limited proposed improvement. The application materials describe a 
one-car carport with a functional parking width of approximately nine feet that would connect to the existing stoop and provide direct 
access to the residence. The proposal is limited in scope. It is a modest accessory improvement attached to the side of the existing 
house. 

 
 
  



   
 

   
 

3. The grant of the variance will not be materially detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to the property or 
improvements in the zoning district in which the subject property is located:   
 

The proposed structure is residential in scale and character, and the applicant describes it as architecturally consistent with the existing 
home and surrounding neighborhood. The file also includes a letter of support from a neighboring property owner stating that the carport 
will not interfere with privacy or enjoyment of property and that similar carports already exist in the neighborhood. No opposition materials 
or evidence of drainage, traffic, visibility, or utility conflicts are expressed. 

 
4. The literal interpretation and strict application of the applicable provisions or requirements of this chapter would cause 
undue and unnecessary hardship:   
 
 
Strict application of the side yard setback would make construction of a functional carport infeasible. Staff therefore finds that the 
hardship showing is modest but adequate when conditioned as prosed as the relief is based on  the established site conditions. 
 

5. The requested variance would be consistent with the spirit and purpose of this Chapter and the DeKalb County 
Comprehensive Plan Text:   

The site is within the Suburban (SUB) Character Area. The proposed carport is an accessory residential improvement to an existing 
single-family house and does not alter the basic residential use of the property. The submitted materials further indicate that similar 
carports exist in the surrounding neighborhood. The request appears consistent with the established suburban residential context 
described in the record. 

The purpose of setback requirements includes maintaining separation between structures and preserving neighborhood character. 
Here, the proposed relief is limited to a modest one-story carport on an already developed lot with constrained side-yard conditions. 
Staff finds that, if limited to the submitted plan, the request remains consistent with the spirit and purpose of the ordinance and the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 
 
  



   
 

   
 

FINAL STAFF ANALYSIS:   
  

The submitted application presents a relatively modest residential variance request for a one-story carport at an existing single-family 
property in the R-75 district. The request is justified by  the constrained lot width, the legally non-conforming placement of the house, 
the limited scale of the proposed improvement, and the absence of documented public welfare impacts in the record. The letter of 
support further indicates that the request is not viewed as injurious by at least one adjacent property owner. Because the request is 
limited in scope and appears compatible with the surrounding residential context, staff finds that the file supports approval, provided the 
relief is confined to the exact carport proposal shown in the submitted materials. 

 
 
Staff Recommendation: Approval with Conditions 
 
Recommended Conditions:  

1. The following information about this variance shall be noted on any site plan prepared for the subject property: case number, 
approval date, type of variance and condition(s) of approval. 

2. The variance shall apply only to the one-story carport addition, including its location and general configuration, as shown on 
the submitted site plan prepared by Love Land Design, LLC. No expansion beyond the submitted improvement area shall be 
permitted unless otherwise approved, and all other applicable dimensional requirements of the R-75 district shall be met. 

 
 
  
 
 
 









`To the DeKalb County Zoning Board of Appeals, 

We are the Skovs, a family of four who have been proud residents of DeKalb County since 
2015. We love our home in Medlock Park and are thrilled to be raising our two children in this 
neighborhood. We value the character, walkability, and sense of community here, and we hope 
to continue investing in our home in a way that supports our growing family. 

We are the homeowners of the subject property and are seeking approval to construct a carport 
adjacent to our existing residence. The proposed carport is intended to provide covered parking 
and a safe, protected transition from our vehicle into the home. The full scope of work includes a 
single-story, open-sided carport structure designed to be architecturally consistent with the 
existing home and surrounding neighborhood. We respectfully submit this letter in support of our 
request for a variance to Section 27-2.2.1, to allow the construction of a residential carport and 
to reduce the required side yard setback from 7.5 feet to 3 feet, as governed by the applicable 
zoning code. 

We have two small children and a senior dog, and the primary purpose of this carport is to allow 
us to safely transfer them from the car to the house without exposure to inclement weather. 
Adding a carport that connects directly to our stairs and porch would help us better meet the 
daily needs of our family while remaining in the home and neighborhood we love. 

Physical Conditions​
Our property has unique physical conditions that create practical difficulties. Our lot is only 70 
feet wide which is smaller than the standard 75-foot minimum lot width of the typical R-75 
zoning, which is most common in our district. Our home was constructed in 1949, before the 
adoption of the modern zoning code in 2015. As a result, some of the structure sits outside of 
current setback requirements. These conditions limit the feasible placement of any accessory 
structure, such as a carport, to allow for the standard set back.  

Minimum Necessary​
The requested variance represents the minimum relief necessary to allow a functional carport. 
The proposed width is limited to the standard minimum of approximately 9 feet required for a 
single parking space, ensuring basic usability without excess. The reduced setback is only what 
is required to connect the carport to the existing front stoop of the home and maintain safe, 
practical access. This request does not provide any special advantage beyond what is 
reasonably necessary and does not exceed what other property owners in the zoning district 
could pursue under similar constraints. 

Public Welfare​
The proposed variance will not negatively impact public welfare or neighboring properties. The 
carport will not interfere with neighbors’ privacy, light, or use of their properties. It will not 
obstruct visibility, utilities, or drainage, and it is consistent with other similar carports already 
present in the neighborhood. The project will maintain the residential character of the area and 
poses no harm to surrounding properties or improvements within the same zoning district. 



Ordinance Hardship​
Strict enforcement of the side yard setback ordinance would create an undue hardship by 
effectively preventing any meaningful improvement to the property. Because the home already 
exists outside of current setbacks, compliance with the ordinance would make construction of a 
carport impractical, if not impossible. Without a variance, the property cannot reasonably be 
adapted to meet the safety and accessibility needs of our family as it exists today. 

Alignment with the Spirit of the Law​
The requested variance aligns with the overall intent of the zoning ordinance and the DeKalb 
County Comprehensive Plan. The property’s assigned land use is consistent with a suburban 
residential area, and the proposed carport reflects the established characteristics of that land 
use. The design prioritizes modest scale, aesthetics, and neighborhood character. Similar 
carport structures exist nearby, and adding a carport to our home would keep in character with 
other houses in our same neighborhood. Approval of this variance would represent a 
reasonable adaptation that supports safe residential use without undermining broader planning 
goals. 

In conclusion, For the reasons outlined above, we respectfully request approval of the variance 
to allow construction of a carport and to reduce the side yard setback from 7.5 feet to 3 feet. We 
earnestly thank the Zoning Board of Appeals for your time and thoughtful consideration of our 
request. 

 

Sincerely, 

Abigail & Jarrett Skov 

533 Scott Circle, Decatur GA 3003 
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