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SECTION 01550 
TRAFFIC 

REGULATION 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.01 SCOPE 

The Work specified in this section includes the provision of products, permits, services, 
procedures, and personnel by the Contractor to effect traffic control during the Work.  

1.02 TRAFFIC CONTROL MANAGER REQUIREMENTS 

A. The Contractor shall designate a qualified individual as the Traffic Control 
Manager (TCM) who shall be responsible for selecting, installing, and maintaining 
traffic control devices in accordance with the Plans and Specifications and the 
Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). A written resume 
documenting the experience and credentials of the TCM shall be submitted and 
accepted by the County prior to beginning any Work that involves traffic control. 
The TCM shall be available on a 24-hour basis to perform his or her duties. If the 
Work requires traffic control activities to be performed during the daylight and 
nighttime hours, it shall be necessary for the Contractor to designate an alternate 
TCM. An alternate TCM shall meet the same requirements and qualifications as 
the primary TCM and be accepted by the County prior to beginning any traffic 
control duties. The TCM’s traffic control responsibilities shall have priority over 
other assigned duties. 

B. As the representative of the Contractor, the TCM shall have full authority to act on 
behalf of the Contractor in administering the Traffic Control Plan. The TCM shall 
have appropriate training in safe traffic control practices in accordance with Part VI 
of the MUTCD. In addition to the TCM, other individuals making decisions 
regarding traffic control shall meet the training requirements of Part VI of the 
MUTCD. The TCMs shall supervise the initial installation of traffic control devices. 
The County, prior to the beginning of construction, will review the initial installation. 
Modifications to traffic control devices as required by sequence of operations or 
staged construction shall be reviewed by the TCMs. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.01 SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND DEVICES 

A. The Contractor shall provide post-mounted and wall-mounted traffic control and 
informational signs as specified and required by local jurisdictions. 

B. The Contractor shall provide automatic traffic control signals as approved by local 
jurisdictions. 

C. The Contractor shall provide traffic cones and drums, and flashing lights as 
approved by local jurisdictions. 

D. The Contractor shall provide flagmen equipment as required by local jurisdictions. 
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PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.01 PERMITS 

A. The Contractor shall obtain permits from authorities having jurisdiction over road 
closures before closing any road. The Contractor shall use forms provided by 
authorities having jurisdiction (DeKalb County Department of Public Works, 
Georgia Department of Transportation, etc.). 

B. The Contractor shall either fax or hand carry any permit applications to the 
DeKalb County Department of Public Works. Permit applications shall indicate the 
time (in days); length (in feet); the number of lanes; and the purpose of the closure. 

C. All permits are approved for operations during off-peak hours, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., unless special approval is received from the County.

D. Operations between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. and Saturdays, and 
Sundays shall require approval by the County. 

E. Full street closure permits shall require 96 hours’ advance notice prior to road 
closure. The following additional information shall be provided by the Contractor 
prior to approval: 

1. The recommended detour route with signage and Traffic Management Plan
as per the MUTCD.

2. A copy of the resident and/or business notification letters about the closure.
The residents/businesses located between the detour routes shall be notified
about the closure at least 5 business days prior to the proposed closure.

F. The DeKalb County Department of Public Works will return full road closure permit 
applications to the Contractor. The Fire Chief, Chief of Police, DeKalb Hospital, 
MARTA, and the DeKalb County Board of Education shall be notified in writing at 
least 72 hours before commencing road closure activities. 

Lane closure permits are issued during operating hours Mondays through Fridays. 
The DeKalb County Department of Public Works will return lane closure permit 
applications to the Contractor. The Contractor shall provide a minimum of 48-
hour notice prior to closure. The Contractor shall continuously maintain the safety 
of the traveling public during lane closures in accordance with the requirements of 
the MUTCD and as stipulated by public officers.  

3.02 PREPARATION OF TRAFFIC CONTROL PLANS 

The Traffic Control Plan drawings included with the Contract Documents shall only be 
considered as a guide and are not intended to contain the traffic regulation details that shall be 
required by the specifications, permitting agencies, and the MUTCD. The Contractor shall 
develop detailed staging and traffic control plans for performing specific areas of the Work 
including, but not limited to: requirements for certified flagmen, additional traffic control devices, 
traffic shifts, detours, paces, lane closures, or other activities that disrupt traffic flow. The 
Contractor shall submit these plans in accordance with the Specifications to receive final 
approvals from permitting agencies and provide required traffic control devices as required by 
both the permitting agencies and these specifications at no additional cost to the County. 
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3.03 CONSTRUCTION PARKING CONTROL 

A. The Contractor shall control vehicular parking to prevent interference with public 
traffic and parking, access by emergency vehicles, and County’s operations. 

B. The Contractor shall monitor parking of construction personnel’s vehicles in 
existing facilities and maintain vehicular access to and through parking areas. 

C. The Contractor shall prevent parking on or adjacent to access roads or in non-
designated areas. 

3.04 MAINTENANCE OF TRAFFIC 

A. Whenever and wherever, in the County’s opinion, traffic is sufficiently congested 
or public safety is endangered, the Contractor shall furnish uniformed officers to 
direct traffic and to keep traffic off the highway area affected by construction 
operations. 

B. When the Contract requires the maintenance of vehicular traffic on an existing 
road, street, or highway during the Contractor's performance of Work that is 
otherwise provided for in the Plans and these Specifications, the Contractor shall 
keep such road, street, or highway open to traffic and shall provide such 
maintenance as may be required to safely accommodate traffic. The Contractor 
shall furnish, erect, and maintain barricades, warning signs, flagmen, and other 
traffic control devices in conformity with the requirements of the Georgia 
Department of Transportation and other local jurisdictions. The Contractor shall 
also construct and maintain in a safe condition any temporary connections 
necessary to ingress to and egress from abutting property or intersecting roads, 
streets, or highways. The Contractor shall maintain traffic in accordance with any 
traffic control plans furnished with and made a part of the Plan assembly. 

C. The Contractor shall make its own estimate of labor, materials, equipment, and 
incidentals necessary for providing the maintenance of traffic as specified in this 
section. 

D. Unless specified in the Plans or these Specifications, and subject to the approval 
of the County, the cost of maintaining traffic specified in this section shall be 
considered incidental to the Work and no separate measurement or payment shall 
be made. 

E.     Contractor shall comply with DeKalb County Steel Plate For Residential 
Specification (See Section A). 

F.     Contractor shall provide a pilot car or an escort vehicle when heavy equipment 
must be moved from one location to another by use of the roads, streets and 
through DeKalb County. 

3.05 UNIFORMED POLICE OFFICER FOR TRAFFIC CONTROL 

A. The Contractor shall provide uniformed police officers to regulate traffic when 
construction operations encroach on public traffic lanes, as approved by the 
County. 
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B. Officers shall be currently employed by a local jurisdiction, be in full uniform and 
have full arrest power while working. 

C. Officers shall be employed and paid by the Contractor. 

D. Officers’ shall be responsible for directing traffic within the construction site. 

E.  Only a uniformed police officer can direct traffic when the contractor’s operation 
interfere with or impede the operation of a traffic signal light. 

3.06 FLAGMEN 

A. The Contractor shall provide trained and equipped flagmen to regulate traffic when 
construction operations or traffic encroaches into public traffic lanes. 

B. The contractor flagmen shall have 7’ Stop/Slow paddles onsite during all operations 
involving traffic control. 

3.07 FLASHING LIGHTS 

The Contractor shall use flashing lights during hours of low visibility to delineate traffic lanes 
and to guide traffic. 

3.08 HAUL ROUTES 

A. The Contractor shall consult with authorities and establish public thoroughfares to 
be used for haul routes and site access. 

B. The Contractor shall confine construction traffic to designated haul routes. 

C. The Contractor shall provide traffic control at critical areas of haul routes to 
regulate traffic and minimize interference with public traffic. 

3.09 ROAD CLOSURES ON COUNTY ROADS 

A. No street, road, or highway shall be closed without the permission of the owner of 
any street, road, or highway and the fire department having jurisdiction. Prior to 
closing a street, road, or highway, signs shall be posted for a minimum of 7 days 
prior to actual closing, forewarning of the imminent closing. The County shall 
determine the information to be placed upon the signs by the Contractor. Where 
traffic is diverted from the Work, the Contractor shall provide materials and 
perform Work for the construction and maintenance of required temporary 
roadways, structures, barricades, signs, and signalization. 

B. To obtain approval to close a road or street maintained by the County, the 
Contractor shall proceed as follows: 

1. The Contractor shall obtain approval of the traffic plan from the County. The
traffic plan shall be in accordance with the requirements of the Georgia
Department of Transportation and DeKalb County.

2. The Contractor shall obtain a utility permit.
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3. The Contractor shall apply in writing to the County and obtain a permit to
close the road on a specific date.

4. The Contractor shall obtain a permit from the County before posting closure
signs. Signs shall be posted for 7 days prior to the first day of closure. Signs
shall be acceptable to the County.

5. The County will handle emergency road closures.

3.10 PROCEDURES FOR TRAFFIC DETOUR ROUTE PLAN 

A. The Contractor shall provide a sketch map to the County, showing the traffic 
detour route plan The sketch map need not be drawn to scale, but should 
resemble, as closely as possible, the actual location. The sketch map shall be 
drawn in a manner so as to provide emergency agencies a better understanding of 
the detour for quick response. The sketch map shall include directional arrows 
showing the flow of traffic. 

B. The Contractor shall erect “Road Closed Ahead” signs before the start point of the 
detour indicating the name of the street closed. 

C. The Contractor shall erect “Detour” signs with appropriate directional arrows at 
intersection along the detour route until the end of the detour, when the traffic is 
back to the original street. 

D. The Contractor shall erect an “End Detour” sign at the end of the detour. 

E. The Contractor shall erect an accessory plate indicating the name of the street 
being detoured to accompany each “Detour” and “End Detour” sign.  

F. The Contractor shall apply appropriate traffic control measures in accordance with 
the requirements of the MUTCD and County codes. 

3.10 BARRICADES AND WARNING SIGNS 

A. The Contractor shall furnish, erect, and maintain barricades and warning signs for 
hazards necessary to protect the public and the Work. When used during periods 
of darkness, such barricades, warning signs, and hazard markings shall be suitably 
illuminated or reflectorized. 

B. For vehicular and pedestrian traffic, the Contractor shall furnish, erect, and 
maintain barricades, warning signs, lights, and other traffic control devices in 
conformity with the requirements of the Georgia Department of Transportation and 
DeKalb County. 

C. The Contractor shall furnish and erect barricades and warning signs for hazards 
prior to commencing Work that requires such erection and shall maintain the 
barricades and warning signs for hazards until their dismantling is directed by the 
County. 
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Section A 

Steel Plate Installation Urban and Residential 

Notes: 

1. Installation shall be used in areas where backfilling operations of an excavation in the
roadway cannot meet the minimum compaction requirements and permanent patching 
placement within the same day. 

2. All excavations shall be backfilled within the roadway.

3. Each plate is to overlap existing pavement 12” minimum in every direction and multiple plates
shall abut and be secured to each other. 

4. Each steel plate shall be anchored securely to prevent movement.

5. Temporary paving with a cold asphalt mix or approved equal shall be used to feather edges
of the plate to form a wedged taper to cover the edges of the steel plate. 

6. The steel plate shall be removed within 30 days of placement with the excavation meeting the
minimum compaction requirements and permanent patching installed. 

7. Any ditch line needing a steel plate longer than 30 days should have permanent patching.

8. Warning signs advising motorist that they should expect to encounter steel plates shall be
placed approximately 100 feet in advance of the steel plate location. The signs shall meet 
MUTCD sign size requirements, shall state steel plate ahead, and shall be visible to motorist. 

END OF SECTION 01550 
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