17.0 University Park / Emory Highlands / Emory Estates CHARACTER AREA

he University Park, Emory Highlands, and Emory Estates subdivisions are
located on the south side of North Decatur Road and east of Emory Univer-
sity in the northeast quadrant of the local historic district. The area consists of
three sections: (1) University Park along Emory and Ridgewood Drives, (2) Emory
Highlands along Burlington Road and Ridgewood Drive, and (3) Emory Estates
along Emory Circle and Durand Drive. A National Register nomination request
for these neighborhoods is currently pending. s
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These neighborhoods were planned and developed during the late 1910s and Burlingron Road @ —
1920s and reflected the growing need for affordable suburban housing easily
accessible by the automobile. While adjacent to the large Druid Hills suburb, Evom 4 s =
these subdivisions were placed on small parcels of land. All of these factors Digive

resulted in a dense development pattern with streets placed closely together, p= s
small lots, and little open space, a much different situation from that in neigh-

boring Druid Hills. The land was sold to the Druid Hills Company in 1916 but

was then sold again to another developer, W. D. Thompson. The area was plat-

ted and laid out in three phases—University Park in 1916, Emory Highlands in ’ -
1923, and Emory Estates in 1925. O. F. Kauffman was responsible for the layout ~¢A

of both University Park and Emory Highlands. C. A. Nash was responsible for
the layout of Emory Estates. This is the only neighborhood within the local dis- ¥

trict known to be associated with this civil engineer. Emory Highlands and Emory 3 L
Estates were probably developed by the same developer, Augustine Sams.
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The area is characterized by U-shaped streets, hilly terrain, uniform building “w/ o e Plact

setbacks, sidewalks, and a variety of landscaping. Overall, the development is
small-scale with small lots and front yards and modestly-sized houses. The ar-
chitecture of these neighborhoods reflects, at a modest scale, the early- twenti-
eth-century movement toward period revival styles such as English Vernacular
Revival, Colonial Revival, and Dutch Colonial Revival as well as the modernis-
tic movement of the Craftsman style. Many of the houses have driveways and 1 -
garages for the increasingly popular automobiles of the early-twentieth century.

The houses were constructed from the 1920s into the 1940s -

Durand Drive

Ridgewood Drive

Historic plat parrern of University Park

- Emory Estates, & Evory Highlands
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Druid Hills Desigy Guidelines

Character-Defining FeaTures

Landscape CHARACTERISTICS:

Front Serback
@ 25'- 35' range; setbacks in Emory Estates somewhat higher, in 30'-
50' range

Side Serback
% 10'-20' range

Typical Lot Size
¥ 50'-70' x 150'-200'; with a few oversized exceptions at curves and
in areas of severe topography; .2 acres - .3 acres

Typical Building Size
¥ 1,300-2,300 square foot range; majority in the 1,800+ square foot
range

STREETSCAPE
% streetscape cross section illustrates the typical patterns and dimen-
sions: asphalt street, granite curb, planting space, sidewalk, front yard
¢ sidewalks on both sides of street throughout - 4" in width
¥ planting space ranges from 6'-8'; Emory Drive within University
Park is 6" wide and contains large hardwoods; combination of large
and small trees used in 8" wide space on Ridgewood Drive within
Emory Highlands; small trees predominant on Durand Drive within
Emory Estates

Unusual driveway B
Orther [EATURE iN

% drives and parking - lots
typically contain paved access illustares sevegi
drive; parking within residential 10pOGRAPHY
lots as well as on-street; street widths range
from 20" 24" providing limited space for on-
street parking

Emory Estates

@ traffic islands Landscaned
two traffic islands  paffic island ar
within character  Durand Drive
area; one at and Emory
intersection of Circle - exisTing
Durand Drive and [avdscape fearure
Emory Circle within cHARACTER
contains small
tree; other island at intersection
of Ridgewood Drive, Burlington
Road, and Durand Mill Drive has concrete surface

% front yard spaces - Severe terrain, particularly in the Emory Estates
and Emory Highlands neighborhoods, results in residential structures
elevated above the roadways. Front yard spaces in such situations are
too steep for the maintenance of a lawn. For that reason, ground
cover vegetation is predominant.
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17 O University Park / Emory Highlands / Emory Estates CHARACTER AREA

Emory Drive
University Park

*
*

92

Ridgewood Drive
Emory Highlands

Building CharacterisTics:

Good example of
Scale English
@ 1-11/2 story Vernacular
Revival style
Type
% single-family detached
dwellings

Sryle

¢ primarily English Vernacular
Revival and Colonial Revival; Craftsman also represented, especially
in University Park area

Marerial
¢ primarily brick veneer exterior; limited weatherboard siding and
asbestos; weatherboard most common in University Park; granite
used as accent material around entrances and porches and in chim-
neys

Rool Form
% predominant side gable main roof with cross hips and gables;
English Vernacular Revival examples display steeply-pitched front-
facing gables

Roof Pirch

¥ moderate pitches main side gable; steeply-pitched projecting bays

Massing
@ asymmetrical front facade with multiple building elements such as
projecting gables and entrances, dormers, chimneys, and variety of
window arrangements; some Colonial Revival examples with sym-

metrical facades
STREET VIEW

[lusTrRATING

Direcrional Emphasis "
% main block of by fronr-facing
building - hori- cables
zontal
@ front-facing gables - in
English Vernacular Revival
examples, these front-facing
gables have a vertical emphasis
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Druid Hills Desigy Cuidelings

Derails
¢ foundations - water table with solid brick foundations; isolated
granite foundations, primarily in Emory Highlands
% chimneys - Chimney placement varies; ridgeline, interior roof
slope and front exterior all common
¢ porches - small front corner porches characteristic of the area
¢ entrances - frequently accented w/ decorative surrounds such as
granite/fieldstone detailing, sidelights, other wood trim
¢ windows - double-hung sash, 6/6 and 6/1, most common but
other treatments well-represented such as other sash combinations
with decorative glazing patterns/multi-paned; casement also present
throughout

INTRUSIONS: Sqstinerof s

PORCH PRESERVES

THE Open

Porch Infill
¢ Inappropriate
porch enclosures
detract from
overall integrity of
area.

characTer; also
NOTE GRANITE
ENTRANCE ANd
pPORCH

SURROUNdS

New CONSTRUCTION
% New properties New
have been built ONSTRUCTION
without regard for
prevailing scale,
setback, and
materials.

THAT dOES NOT
conlform 10
pRrevailing
setback m ASSING
DREJOMINANT ARFA

stylistic fEATURES

Traffic Islands
% Traffic island at Ridgewood,
Burlington and Durand Mill has
been surfaced with concrete; this is not the historic treatment.

Adjoining Development
% Emory University’s continued high rise expansion and development
has had an adverse effect on the historic resources and the district’s
visual integrity

On-Streer Parking

% Emory also appears to be having an adverse effect on the area
created by extensive on-street parking.

Guideline - New construction should be compatible with the predominant
architectural styles of the area, English Vernacular Revival and Colonial
Revival, and should reference important building elements of these styles
such as the projecting gables, prominent chimneys, and small-side porches
of English Vernacular and the accented entrances of both styles.

Guideline - Traffic islands should be maintained as landscaped features

and should not be paved.

Concrere Tratfic island ar intersection of Ridgewood Drive

Burlingron Road, and Durand Mill Drive

before and afrer stone wall added
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