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DeKalb County WOOd.

Meeting Notes

Date: February 28, 2019 6 pm

Place: New Beginnings Baptist Church
923 Valley Brook Road, Room 216
Decatur, GA 30033

Purpose: Meeting with the Friends/Neighborhood of Little Creek Horse Farm

Attendees:

e The residents — neighbors of LCHF and some members of Conservancy (attendees list attached to
this meeting notes)

e DeKalb County Department of Recreation, Parks & Cultural Affairs: Joy Lambert

e  Wood Environment & Infrastructure Solutions, Inc. (Wood): Gregg Hudspeth, David Diaz, Ron
Huffman, Mirsada lIlic

Purpose

The purpose of the meeting was to collect the ideas for improvements and master plan preparation for Little Creek
Horse Farm. In addition to the attendees from the Neighborhood, several members of the Conservancy were in
attendance, too.

Introduction

Sign-in sheets were passed around the room. Greg Hudspeth opened the meeting and briefly described its purpose.
The funding for LCHF improvements is not available right now, however, the County would like to be prepared with the
Master Plan detailing the proposed and agreed upon improvements when the funding becomes available. The idea of
this Farm to be available for all residents of DeKalb County, environmentally friendly and sustainable approach for
Farm’s improvements was weaved throughout the stakeholders brainstorming session.

Discussion Topic and Improvements Ideas

1. Little Creek Horse Farm property is a 38-acre site. (Nature Trail Area encompasses + 14 acres).

2. Wood is contracted by DeKalb County to produce the master plan of this park only. The master planning
process is estimated to take approximately two months.

3. Historical significance of this unique park: General Sherman watered and boarded his horses at this location
during the Battle of Atlanta. It is a unique County-owned and operated horse boarding facility in an urban
setting.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The park’s location offers opportunities for connectivity to adjacent neighborhoods and other parks and
trails in DeKalb County and beyond. Currently, residents walk along Orion Drive to the Community Garden
across Lawrenceville Highway.

The park is described as “A Little Gem"” of the community that is essential to the health of the natural
environment. Wildlife conservation, creek sustainability, storm water runoff control, litter control and green
space preservation were all cited as essential when considering improvements to the park. Wildlife species
mentioned as present in the park included beavers, hawks, owls, blue heron, and deer. It was suggested that
native plant species replace intrusive species such as privet and kudzu. Minimizing impervious surfaces, light
pollution at night as well as utilizing natural mosquito control (AGO mosquito traps in lieu of spraying) were
also suggested.

Since the Park will accommodate the horse farm as well as general public park functions, it was suggested
that interpretive signage be added to educate the general public (including “non-horse people”) about the
functions of the horse farm.

General public park functions discussed included a nature trail, playground, off-leash dog park, sidewalk,
pervious surface or boardwalk adjacent to Orion Drive, two parking ‘nodes’ for visitors of the trails portion of
the site, improvement to the bus stop (possible shelter and stairs), benches, trash cans, picnic tables as well
as the possibility of a foot bridge across the creek to provide access to Concord Drive. It was suggested that
‘No Dumping"” signs be erected at the access road as well as along the streets to the north of the site
identifying the property as being part of the Little Creek Farm Conservancy.

Concern was raised regarding the suitability of an off-leash dog park in the flood plain due to mud and feces
adjacent to the creek as well as dogs’ proximity to horses.

It was pointed out there is a parcel of DeKalb County property to the north of the creek which may offer an
opportunity for park expansion to Concord Drive and may be suitable for non- horse functions to occur out
of the floodplain and separated from horse pastures.

There is also an adjacent parcel owned by the City of Atlanta at the corner of Concord Drive and Valley
Brook Road, maintained as a permanently protected natural area. This parcel currently serves as part of the
Atlanta Greenway Project and could possibly accommodate limited trail access functions should it be
incorporated into the park.

Joy Lambert (Little Creek Horse Farm manager — DeKalb County) suggested there be separation between
horse activities (including riding trails) and general public park functions and wildlife to avoid ‘spooking’ of
horses. She also encouraged visibility of the horses for the general public’'s enjoyment from a suitable
distance.

The following improvements to the horse farm itself included: New Community Room being added to the
existing house on-site (new bathroom and kitchen) to accommodate birthday parties and other functions,
manure disposal facilities being upgraded, new 'Stride Ahead” ring with spectator area, trailer turn around
and parking.

It was explained that the small horse paddocks were added to accommodate the therapeutic horse program
and for recovery of injured horses.

It was suggested that soils in pastures be amended to maintain health of grass.
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15. There is great interest in the success and well-being of this park. Many groups were mentioned as taking an
interest in supporting this park including the Little Creek Horse Farm Conservancy, South Fork Conservancy,
Park Pride, PATH Foundation, Friends of the Parks, Georgia Native Plant Society, The Audubon Society, and
DeKalb County.

16. It was mentioned that a student is applying for a grant to have a memorial marker about General Sherman’s
history on the site.

17. It was also suggested there are several grants available through DeKalb County as well as through the
Audubon Society.

Meeting was adjourned at 8 pm.

End of Meeting Notes

Enclosures: Sign-in Sheet

Meeting with LCHF Neighbors
Little Creek Horse Farm Master Plan
Meeting Notes 02/28/19

Page 3



NAME

woOoO.

SIGN IN SHEET

Little Creek Horse Farm Master Plan
Community Meeting
February 28, 2019
ADDRESS

LCL«’\ o)

| /\7\/\ mv\é(a ;4’!\ 5@ \(

2T Rontary U0

Wie + MaeY @P"’\/AJ*\

7280 H’Uu\;f Weoery | DO,

Davls For

Oj[cféﬁ (({"A’L/A (’&o\/(/ﬁ-c Sev

’}{m,\{m Arland

Kol 3 park gyide aviry

\

CUN galtha vu cx@%i%pa ¢

Pactel Tapi

Q%Dﬂ Q)A (1.)/(7'( B:’.

%;m\o\\\ QNN SN

QS0 Cencet Vo

Lo Sughon
l

T

sy Sk Wy el V|




wood.

SIGN IN SHEET

Little Creek Horse Farm Master Plan
Community Meeting
February 28, 2019
NAME ADDRESS

QO{M@ ge@vg SO wﬂ/\ 6%7 K (ov1So- v’mf'lcy o/
- ] ~J

H /VH s Liddhens Thirm ind 2449 Liumaede G Lfhunt co 30
CN;,}?%,Q Naramodd o<1 210 DEAELA T

el g Tl |Gt 9%23 Covcord Dyl

£y /f/ //ﬂ///gi,;é 27K/ O <j( // )
/4@ JMﬂéMW 2903 (om con A

é\k%f\ Q\\C,QS\ Q\Q\"\ FO\/\,A(@SM( LO\/\‘Q—/ 300 35

Clitles (e egh oty sl omd Dr




NAME

woodJ.

SIGN IN SHEET

Little Creek Horse Farm Master Plan
Community Meeting
February 28, 2019
ADDRESS

A Waddell }IL N

u

745 Dak Jal P NE ssza)

293§ 0ORwA DR, 30037

/] y
7 s
q
)
{

V,

2974 /%ucwm:cc/ ﬁ\ )—{\,u/(’

— -
SO0o02S

Q Q\ MXY \Jéé’i\'

7‘10 CDA()\,(\&U— (:réﬂ 30033

Dae Bersbon

125 Powee de Leoy (L Decrhd 30030

342 mimgsh pl. pEcATUA 30020

WMWY scotl




wood.

SIGN IN SHEET

Little Creek Horse Farm Master Plan
Community Meeting
February 28, 2019
NAME ADDRESS

Mk /)Zﬂ'we"l + Ari C lovgh 24Fl orion d}i’
Tacle Ayecs ek
[U\mc»(@\ />\\\QJQ\J\ LevwC

é”\ reflen S'ﬁm l_

el N e LA A ]\‘( Neerreton O
5& %/ 7 g‘“‘é/éf/k
Mv/{/// g% n//[ ran s v se o a fe é)i (/ /(/é_.

\E«Z@@/‘K? 4 ﬁ/ééam =1 /741://&.7\.6? — L CHAC




wood.

SIGN IN SHEET

Little Creek Horse Farm Master Plan
Community Meeting
February 28, 2019
NAME ADDRESS

%u VW’”SM 3 gtem)) Dpe

X’S% gmqv\ 9(, S Cinderetla CF

\\

M aR¥ree EVD2oner 2441 _}%«’\3@55 (s

_g;,ﬁét;/ MAzrlancy A= Lo Dec A

| \
< \ - § “\ . o ~
QLN Er Yy Qe ,a\WW i’?\&%%@ 5\\«0\; Q & N




