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Glossary
Addition — A non-original element placed onto an existing building, site or
structure.

Alteration — Any act or process which changes the exterior architectural ap-
pearance of a building.

Appropriate — Suitable to or compatible with what exists. Proposed work on
historic properties is evaluated for “appropriateness” during the design review
process.

Buffer Areas — These areas are generally located along the dsitrict boundaries
and adjacent to hoistoric areas in the district. They are nonhistotic but similar in
scale and character to the district’s historic development. These areas provide a
buffer against intrusive development that might encroach upon the district.

Certificate of Appropriateness — A document giving approval to work pro-
posed by the owner of a property located within a locally-designated historic
district or designated as a local landmark. Specific conditions, set forth by the
Historic Preservation Commission and to be followed during the project, may
be specified in the document. Possession of a Certificate of Appropriateness
does not remove any responsibility on the part of the property owner to acquire
a building permit prior to beginning the project.

Character — Those individual qualities of buildings, sites and districts that
differentiate and distinguish them from other buildings, sites and districts.

Compatible — Not detracting from surrounding elements, buildings, sites or
structures; appropriate given what already exists.

Component — An individual part of a building, site or district.

Contemporary — Of the current period.

Contributing — Essential to the full significance of a historic district. (A “con-
tributing building” in a historic district is one that may be of limited individual
significance but nevertheless functions as an important component of the dis-
trict.)

Context — The setting in which a historic element or building exists.

Demolition — Any act or process that destroys a structure in part or in whole.

Element — An individual defining feature of a building, structure, site or dis-
trict.

High Style — A completely authentic or academically correct interpretation of
one or more architectural styles. A building that combines one or more styles is
typically referred to as eclectic.

Historic District — A geographically definable area designated as possessing
a concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, buildings, structures, or objects
of historic, archaeological, architectural or aesthetic value.

Historic Plat Pattern - A pattern of development that dates to a pre-World
War II plat. The majority of the areas within the Druid Hills Local Historic Dis-
trict reatin their original plat pattern.

Historic Site — A site worthy of protection or preservation, designated as his-
toric because of its historic, archaeological or aesthetic value.

Historic Structure — A structure worthy of preservation, designated as his-
toric because of its historic, archaeological, architectural or aesthetic value.

House Type — A definition based on floor plan, height and sometimes roof
shape, having nothing to do with architectural style. Most houses that fall into a
particular type are of vernacular design, meaning that their designs are based on
regional tradition and utilize regional materials.

Infill — New construction within a historic district, generally situated on the
site of a demolished structure but possibly on a site never previously developed.

Intrusion — Intrusions are those areas of development that are intrusive to the
district’s historic development pattern. These areas are nonhistoric (constructed
after 1946) and have a development pattern very different from the district’s
historic layout. Some intrusions have subdivided the original lot layout and added
streets in sharp contrast to historic street patterns. Intrusions are identified on the
Historic District Map.
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Landmark — A building, structure, object or site worthy of preservation, desig-
nated as historic because of its historic, archaeological, architectural or aes-
thetic value.

Maintenance — Routine care for a building, structure or site that does not in-
volve design alterations.

Neglect — The failure to care for a property in such a manner as to prevent its
deterioration. Neglect is often not intentional, but may lead to very serious dete-
rioration of materials and even structural systems.

New Construction — The construction of a new element, building, structure or
landscape component; new construction involves the introduction of designs
not original to the building, structure or site.

Nonhistoric — Nonhistoric properties within the district are those properties
constructed after 1946. Nonhistoric properties are identified on the Historic
District Map.

Preservation — The taking of steps to sustain the form, details and integrity of
a property essentially as it presently exists. Preservation may involve the elimi-
nation of deterioration and structural damage, but does not involve reconstruc-
tion to any significant degree.

Reconstruction — The process of reproducing the exact form of a component,
building, structure or site that existed at some time in the past.

Rehabilitation — The process of returning a building to a state of utility while
retaining those elements essential to its architectural, historical and/or aesthetic
significance.

Repair — Any minor change to a property that is not construction, removal,
demolition or alteration and that does not change exterior architectural appear-
ance.

Restoration — The process of returning a building to its appearance at an ear-
lier time (though not necessarily to its original appearance). Restoration involves
the removal of later additions and the replacement of missing components and
details.

Setting — The immediate physical environment of a building, structure, site or
district.

Significant — Possessing importance to a particular building, structure, site or
district; essential to maintaining the full integrity of a particular building, struc-
ture, site or district.

Site — A place or plot of land where an event occurred or where some object
was or is located.

Stabilization — Maintaining a building as it exists today by making it weather-
resistant and structurally safe.

Streetscape — All physical elements that may be viewed along a street.

Structure — Anything constructed or erected which has, or the use of which
requires, permanent or temporary location on or in the ground, or which is
attached to something having a permanent location on the ground, including,
but not limited to, the following:  buildings, gazebos, signs, billboards, tennis
courts,  radio and television antennae and satellite dishes (including supporting
towers), swimming pools, light fixtures, walls, fences and steps.

Style — Showing the influence of shapes, materials, detailing or other features
associated with a particular architectural style.

Vernacular — Based or regional tradition and utilizing regional materials.
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Sources of Information
Preservation Briefs

1  The Cleaning and Waterproof Coating of Masonry Buildings

2  Rejointing Mortar Joints in Historic Brick Buildings

3  Conserving Energy in Historic Buildings

4  Roofing for Historic Buildings

6  Dangers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings

7  The Preservation of Historic Glazed Architectural Terra-Cotta

8  Aluminum and Vinyl Siding on Historic Buildings

9  The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows

10  Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork

11  Rehabilitating Historic Storefronts

12  The Preservation of Historic Pigmented Structural Glass

13  The Repair and Thermal Upgrading of Historic Steel Windows

14  New Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation Concerns

15  Preservation of Historic Concrete: Problems and General Approaches

16  The Use of Substitute Materials on Historic Buildings

17  Architectural Character: Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic
Buildings as an Aid to Preserving Their Character

18  Rehabilitating Interiors in Historic Buildings

19  The Repair and Replacement of Historic Wooden Shingle Roofs

20  The Preservation of Historic Barns

21  Repairing Historic Flat Plaster - Walls and Ceilings

22  The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stucco

23  Preserving Historic Ornamental Plaster

24  Heating, Ventilating, and Cooling Historic Buildings: Problems and
Recommended Approaches

25  The Preservation of Historic Signs

26  The Preservation and Repair of Historic Log Buildings

27  The Maintenance and Repair of Architectural Cast Iron

28  Painting Historic Interiors

29  The Repair, Replacement, and Maintenance of Historic Slate Roofs

30  The Preservation and Repair of Historic Clay Tile Roofs

31  Mothballing Historic Buildings

32  Making Historic Properties Accessible

33  The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stained and Leaded Glass

34  Applied Decoration for Historic Interiors: Preserving Composition
Ornament

35  Understanding Old Buildings: The Process of Architectural Investigation

36  Protecting Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment and Management of
Historic Landscapes

37  Appropriate Methods for Reducing Lead: Paint Hazards in Historic
Housing

38  Removing Graffiti from Historic Masonry

39  Managing Moisture Problems in Historic Buildings

40  Preserving Historic Ceramic Tile Floors
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Architectural History/Identification Guides

Blumenson, John J.  Identifying American Architecture:  A Pictorial Guide to
Styles and Terms, 1600-1945.  Nashville, Tennessee:  American Association
for State and Local History, second edition, 1983.

Georgia Office of Historic Preservation.  Georgia’s Living Places: Historic Houses
in Their Landscaped Settings.  Technical material produced as part of the
Georgia’s Living Place project, undertaken 1989-1990.

Gottfried, Herbert and Jan Jennings.  American Vernacular Design 1870-1940.
Ames, Iowa:  Iowa State University Press, 1985.

Harris, Cyril M.  Illustrated Dictionary of Historic Architecture.  New York:
 Dover, 1983.

Harris, Cyril M., editor.  Dictionary of Architecture and Construction.  New
York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1975.

Longstreth, Richard.  The Buildings of Main Street: A Guide to American
Commercial Architecture.  Washington, D.C.: The Preservation Press, 1987.

McAlester, Virginia and Lee McAlester.  A Field Guide to American Houses.
New York: Alfred Knopf, 1985.

Phillips, Steven J.  Old House Dictionary: An Illustrated Guide to American
Domestic Architecture, 1600-1940.  Lakewood, Colorado: American Source
Books, 1989.

Rifkind, Carole.  A Field Guide to American Architecture.  New York: New Ameri-
can Library, 1980.

Roth, Leland M.  A Concise History of American Architecture.  New York: Harper
and Row, 1979.

Stevenson, Katherine Cole, and H. Ward Jandl.  Houses by Mail: A Guide to
Houses from Sears, Roebuck and Company.  Washington, D.C.: The Preser-
vation Press, 1986.

General Preservation/Rehabilitation

Bowsher, Alice Merriwether.  Design Review in Historic Districts - A Handbook
for Virginia Review Boards.  Washington DC: The Preservation Press, 1978.

Chambers, J. Henry. Cyclical Maintenance for Historic Buildings.  Washington,
D.C.: Technical Preservation Services, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1976.

Georgia Office of Historic Preservation.  Georgia’s Living Places: Historic Houses
in Their Landscaped Settings. Technical material produced as part of the
Georgia’s Living Places project, undertaken 1989-1990.

Howe, Barbara J., Dolores A. Flemming, Emery L. Kemp and Ruth Ann Overbeck.
“Houses and Homes: Exploring Their History,” in Volume II of The Nearby
History Series.  Nashville, Tennessee: American Association for State and
Local History, 1987

Labine, Clem and Carolyn Flaherty, editors.  The Original Old House Journal
Compendium.  Woodstock, New York: Overlook Press, 1980.

Maddex, Diane, editor.  All About Old Buildings: The Whole Preservation Cata-
log.  Washington, D.C.: The Preservation Press, 1985.

Milner, John and Assoc.  The Beaufort Preservation Manual.  West Chester, Penn.:
John Milner Assoc., 1979.

Morton, W. Brown, III, Gary L. Hume, Kay D. Weeks, and H. Ward Jandl.  The
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation with Illustrated Guide-
lines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.  Washington D.C.: National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1992.

Munsell, Kenneth, editor.  Small Town - Historic Preservation Resourcebook for
Small Communities.  Ellensburg, Wash.: Small Towns Institute, 1983.

Old House Journal.  The Old House Journal Catalog. New York: The Old House
Journal Corporation, 1985.

Preservation League of New York State.  A Primer: Preservation for the Property
Owner.  Albany, New York: Preservation League of New York State, 1978.

Preservation Tech Notes. Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, U.S. Depart-
ment of the Interior.

Simonson, Kaye Ellen, compiler. Maintaining Historic Buildings; An Annotated
Bibliography. Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, U.S. Department of
the Interior, 1990.

Slaton, Deborah, and Rebecca Shiffer, editors. Preserving the Recent Past. Wash-
ington, D.C.: National Park Service/Historic Preservation Education Foun-
dation, 1995.
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State Historical Society of Colorado.  Good Neighbors - Building Next to His-
tory - Design Guidelines Handbook.  State Historical Society of Colorado,
1980.

Stipe, Robert E. and Antoinette J. Lee, editors.  The American Mosaic: Preserving
a Nation’s Heritage.  Washington, D.C.: U.S./ICOMOS, 1987.

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service.  Preservation Tax Incen-
tives for Historic Buildings.  Washington, D.C.: Department of the Interior,
1990.

Waters, John C.  Maintaining a Sense of Place: A Citizen’s Guide to Community
Preservation.  Athens, Georgia: Institute of Community and Area Develop-
ment, 1983.

Weeks, Kay D., and Anne E. Grimmer, editors.  The Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Illustrated Guide-
lines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic
Building.  Washington, D.C., National Park Service, U.S. Department of the
Interior, 1995.

Weeks, Kay D., and Diane Maddex, editors.  Respectful Rehabilitation: Answers
to Your Questions On Historic Buildings.  Washington, D.C.: The Preserva-
tion Press, 1982.

Zuchelli, Hunter and Assoc.  Guidelines for Exterior Rehabilitation, Charleston,
West Virginia.  Charleston, West Virginia: The Charleston Renaissance Corp.,
1984.

Technical Information

General Materials

Bleekman, George M., III, et al.  Twentieth-Century Building Materials: 1900-
1950; An Annotated Bibliography.  Washington, D.C.: National Park Ser-
vice, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1993.

Jester, Thomas C., editor.  Twentieth-Century Building Materials: History and
Conservation.  Washington, D.C.: Preservation Assistance Division, National
Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1995.

Additions and New Construction

National Trust for Historic Preservation.  Old and New Architecture: Design

Relationship.  The Preservation Press: National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, 1980.

Brolin, Brent C.  Architecture in Context, Fitting New Buildings with Old.  New
York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Company, 1980.

Landscaping and Site Improvements

Birnbaum, Charles A., editor.  The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the
Treatment of Historic Properties with Illustrated Guidelines for Preserving,
Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Cultural Landscapes.  Wash-
ington, D.C.: National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1995.

Favretti, Rudy J. and Joy Putnam. For Every House a Garden. Chester, Connecti-
cut: The Pequot Press, 1977.

Landscapes and Gardens for Historic Buildings. Nashville: American Associa-
tion for State and Local History, 1978.

Freeman, John Crosby. “Post Victorian Houses: Fences and Gates,” Old House
Journal, March 1986, pp. 78-81.

Kunst, Scott G. “Post-Victorian Landscapes and Gardens,”  Old House Journal,
April 1986, pp. 128-136.

Sloane, Eric.  Our Vanishing Landscape. “Fences and Walls.” New York: Ballantine,
1975.

Strombeck, Janet A. and Richard H.  Gazebos and other Garden Structure De-
signs.  Delafield, WI:  Rexstrom Co. Inc., 1983.

Lighting

Baroni, Daniele. The Electric Light: A Century of Design. New York: Van Nostrand
Reinhold, 1983.

Dietz, Ulysses G.  Victorian Lighting: The Dietz Catalogue of 1860. New York:
American Life Foundation, 1982.

Myers, Denys Peter. Gaslighting in America: A Guide for Historical Preserva-
tion.  Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1978.
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Masonry

Blades, Keith, Gail Sussman and Martin Weaver, editors.  Masonry Conservation
and Cleaning Handbook.  Ottawa, Canada: Association for Preservation
Technology, 1984.

Briggs, Paul.  “Mortars and Finishes,” Old House Journal, July/August 1991, pp.
35-37.

Carosino, Catherine, et al., compilers. Historic Masonry Deterioration and Re-
pair Techniques; An Annotated Bibliography. Washington, D.C.: National
Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1993.

Conway, Brian D.  Stucco.  Springfield, Ill.: Illinois Department of Conservation,
Division of Historic Sites, 1980.

Grimmer, Anne E.  A Glossary of Historic Masonry Deterioration Problems and
Preservation Treatments.  Washington DC: National Park Service, Preserva-
tion Assistance Division, 1984.

Keeping It Clean: Removing Dirt, Paint, Stains, and Graffiti from Historic Exte-
rior Masonry. Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, U.S. Department of
the Interior, 1987.

Poore, Patricia. “Stripping Exterior Masonry,” Old House Journal, January/Febru-
ary 1985, pp. 1, 26-28.

Smith, Baird M.  Moisture Problems in Historic Masonry Walls: Diagnosis and
Treatment.  Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, U.S. Department of
the Interior, 1986.

Tindall, Susan.  “Repointing Masonry - Why Repoint?,” Old House Journal, Janu-
ary/February 1987, pp. 24-31.

Metals

Gayle, Margot, David W. Look and John G. Waite. Metals in America’s Historic
Buildings: Uses and Preservation Treatments. Washington, D.C.: Technical
Preservation Services Division, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1992.

Howell, J. Scott. “Architectural Cast Iron,” APT Bulletin, No. 3, 1987, pp. 51-55.

Menten, Theodore.  Art Nouveau Decorative Ironwork. New York: Dover Publi-
cations, Inc., 1981.

Murray, John. Cast Iron. London: John Murray Publishers Ltd., 1985.

Pilling, Ron. “Decorative Cast Iron,” The Old House Journal, February 1982, pp.
39-42.

Southworth, Susan and Michael. Ornamental Iron Work. Boston: David R.
Godine, Publisher, 1978.

“Stamped Metal Ornament,” The Old House Journal, October 1975, p. 12.

Paints and Painting

Bevil, Marianne, et al., compilers. Painting Historic Buildings: Materials and
Techniques; An Annotated Bibliography. Washington, D.C.: National Park
Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1993.

Bock, Gordon. “Painting Exterior Wood,” Old House Journal.  May/June 1991,
pp. 26-29.

Dornsife, Samuel J. and Roger Moss, Jr.  Victorian House Colors.  Nashville,
Tennessee: American Association for State and Local History.

Freeman, John Crosby. “Anything Goes: An Approach to Exterior Paint Color for
Early 20th Century Houses,” Old House Journal, May/June 1991, pp. 37-
40.

Miller, Kevin H., editor.   Paint Color Research and Restoration of Historic Paint.
Ottawa, Ontario:  Association for Preservation Technology, 1977.

Moss, Roger A. Century of Color: Exterior Decoration for American Buildings,
1820-1920.  Watkins Glen, New York: American Life Foundation, 1981.

O’Bright, Alan. “Paint Removal from Wood Siding,” in Number 2 of Preserva-
tion Tech Notes, Exterior Woodwork.  Washington, D.C.: National Park Ser-
vice, Preservation Assistance Division, 1986.

Old House Journal Technical Staff. “Exterior Painting: Problems and Solutions,”
Old House Journal, September/October 1987.

Park, Sharon C., AIA. “Proper Painting and Surface Preparation,” in Number 1 of
Preservation Tech Notes, Exterior Woodwork.  Washington, D.C.: National
Park Service, Preservation Assistance Division, 1986.

“Special Issue: Exterior Painting,” in Old House Journal, April 1981, pp. 71-94.
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Porches

Bock, Gordon.  “Reviving Railings,” in Old House Journal, July/August 1990,
pp. 45-46.
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Roofs and Roofing
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Windows and Doors
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Overview of Local Historic Districts
and would defeat the purpose of trying to preserve the historic character and
integrity of the district.

What Does Designation Do?
T  Protects the significant properties and historic character of the district.

T  Ensures that growth, development, and change take place in ways that re-
spect important architectural, historical, and environmental characteristics.

T  Encourages sensitive development and discourages unsympathetic changes
from occurring.

What Does It Mean To Me?

Property owners in historic districts are subject to a design review process
whereby the preservation commission approves any material changes in

appearance to the district and issues Certificates of Appropriateness which
allow the proposed changes to take place. Ordinary maintenance and repair are
excluded from the review process.

Designation does not (1) restrict the uses of property, (2) require you to make
improvements, (3) prevent new construction within the district, or (4) require
permission to paint your house.

Benefits

Property owners directly benefit from the protection of the appearance and
historic character of the district. It is a proven fact that protection leads to

enhanced property values and contributes to the overall economic develop-
ment of an area through heritage tourism.

Property owners also have access to free technical assistance in designing
changes to their homes and businesses. Members of the commission are avail-
able to work with you in creating design solutions that meet your stated needs
while preserving those architectural features that add to the value of your prop-
erty.

Definition

A local historic district is a district designated by local ordinance and falls
under the jurisdiction of a local preservation review commission. A local

historic district is generally “overlaid” on existing zoning classifications in a
community; therefore, a local district commission deals only with the appear-
ance of the district, not with the uses to which properties in the district are put.

What Makes a Property Historic?

Several criteria are used to determine whether a property is historic. They
include:

T  Age - Properties greater than or equal to 50 years old are considered historic.

T  Special Architectural Significance - Some properties less than 50 years old
are considered historic because they possess special architectural significance;
for example, they might be the first of a type built; be an exceptionally good
example of a particular method of construction or style; or represent the work of
a noted architect or master builder.

T  Historic Association - Some properties less than 50 years old are considered
historic because of their association to significant events or persons; for ex-
ample, properties associated with the Civil Rights movement are now being
considered historic at the national level as well as the state and local levels.
Another example would be a President’s home that is not 50 years old but would
certainly be considered historic.

My Property Is Non Historic.
Why Is It Included?

Non historic properties are included in districts because of their potential
to impact surrounding historic properties as well as the district as a whole.

One of the primary reasons for designating historic districts is to protect the
historic character and integrity of the district as a whole. Selectively deleting
non historic properties from boundaries would create a “Swiss cheese” effect
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Design Review in Dekalb County

Certificate of appropriateness (COA) is defined as “a document evidencing
approval by the Historic Preservation Commission of an application to make
material change in the appearance of a designated historic property or of a
property located within a designated historic district.”

The ordinance defines a material change in appearance as follows:

 “a change that will affect either the exterior architectural or environmental fea-
tures of a historic property or any building, site, object, landscape feature or
work of art within a historic district such as:

1  A reconstruction or alteration of the size, shape or facade of a historic prop-
erty, including relocation of any doors or windows or removal or alteration of
any architectural features, details or elements;

2  Demolition or relocation of a historic structure;

3  Commencement of excavation for construction purposes;

4  A change in the location of advertising visible from the public right-of-way; or

5  The erection, alteration, restoration or removal of any building or other struc-
ture within a historic property or district, including walls, fences, steps and pave-
ments, or other appurtenant features.”

Ordinary maintenance or repair of any exterior architectural feature,
that does not involve a material change in design, material, or outer ap-
pearance, is excluded from review. Also, interior changes to properties
that do not have an effect on exterior appearance are also excluded from
review.

The Ordinance

The DeKalb County Historic Preservation Ordinance was passed in 1994 by
the authority of the 1980 Georgia Historic Preservation Act. The primary

purpose of the ordinance is stated to be “to establish a uniform procedure for
use in providing for the protection, enhancement, perpetuation and use of places,
districts, sites, buildings, structures, objects, landscape features and works of art
having a special historical, cultural or aesthetic interest or value....”

The Commission

The DeKalb County Historic Preservation Commission has been established
as the administrative authority for the ordinance. The ordinance lists twelve

areas of responsibility for the commission, including:

(1) prepare and maintain an inventory of all properties which have the potential
for designation as a historic property;

(2) recommend to the County Board of Commissioners specific properties to be
designated by the ordinance;

(3) and review applications for certificates of appropriateness and grant or deny
the same in accordance with the provisions of the ordinance.

The Process

Properties located within a designated historic district are subject to design
review. Property owners proposing to make a “material change in appear-

ance” to a property within the district are required to apply for a Certificate of
Appropriateness from the Historic Preservation Commission before making
any changes. The Commission is required to grant a Certificate unless it can
justify not doing so.
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 All kudzu vines which are climbing into trees or other vertical elements shall be cut at a height of 4' - 5' above grade.  All kudzu below this height shall be sprayed
with Roundup brand (or other similar herbicide) per manufacturer’s instructions. The best time for spraying is in late May after all of the new foliage has emerged,
however, spraying can be done at any time during the growing season.  A second spraying of any remaining live kudzu shall take place 3 - 4 weeks after the initial
spraying. No planting should take place in these areas until a minimum of seven days after the second spraying.  Any remaining live kudzu can be sprayed a third
time, though this will probably not be necessary. Isolated spot spraying may be necessary the following year. In areas of dense growth, most of the old vines will
decay within 12 - 24 months.  Supplemental methods such as discing or mowing may be used to assist with kudzu removal once the initial spraying has taken
place. Stronger herbicides may be somewhat more effective, but due to the higher toxicity and potential hazard we do not endorse their use.

Specification obtained from Kennesaw National Battlefield Park, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.

Eradication of Kudzu
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