DeKalb County 2020 Millage
Rate & Mid-Year Budget Update

EHOST Tax Relief

• The Equalized Homestead Option Sales Tax (EHOST) will
provide at least the same amount in property tax relief for
eligible homestead properties in 2020 as in 2019.

• This EHOST tax relief will provide estimated savings of
$850 for homeowners with a house with a fair market
value of $250,000.
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2020 Mid-Year Budget
• The combined property tax millage rate will remain at the
2019 rate through the end of 2020.
• Continue to deliver seamless essential county services

• Based on current expectations, there are no planned
layoffs or furloughs of DeKalb County employees
through the end of 2020.
• Prior to the fourth quarter, the administration will review
revenue and expenditures to determine if adjustments
are needed.
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Property Taxes 101
• Property taxes are the foundation of
providing the following services to county
residents:
– Police
– Fire
– Roads & Drainage (i.e., pot holes, road
resurfacing)
– Judicial (i.e., courts, sheriff, jail)
– Parks & Recreation
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Property Taxes 101
• Your property tax bill is determined by
– The assessed value of your property, which is
40% of the fair market value determined by the
Property Appraisal & Assessment Department.
– The property tax rates levied by each taxing
authority. These are called “millage rates”
because they are expressed in “mills.” One mill is
equal to a tax $1 for every $1,000 of assessed
value.
– Tax exemptions offered by the taxing authorities,
which reduce the net tax amount due.
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Property Taxes 101
• Multiple taxing authorities will appear on your tax
bill depending on where you live
– County
• All county residents pay the portion of county
tax for general county operations, hospital,
and county-wide general obligation bonds.
• Unincorporated residents also pay county tax
for Fire, Police, Parks, Roads &
Transportation, and unincorporated general
obligation bonds.
• City residents pay other county taxes based
upon the services the county provides within
each city.
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Property Taxes 101
• Taxing authorities continued
– School System
• All county residents outside of the cities of
Atlanta and Decatur pay taxes to the
DeKalb County School Board.
• City of Atlanta residents pay property taxes
to Atlanta Public Schools.
• City of Decatur residents pay property
taxes to City Schools of Decatur. The City
of Decatur sends separate tax bills to its
residents for their city and school taxes.
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Property Taxes 101
• Taxing authorities continued
– City
• City residents pay property taxes for
services provided by the city.
– Community Improvement Districts (CIDs)
• CIDs are taxing entities that are selfimposed by property owners to provide
additional services and improvements
within their district.
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Property Taxes 101
• There are multiple property tax exemptions
that you may qualify for.
– Homestead exemptions are available for owneroccupied primary residences.
• Basic Homestead Exemption - $10,000 for county
levies
• Homestead Freeze Exemption – Provides an
exemption on county levies equal to the amount that
the assessed value exceeds the base value of the
property
• Equalized Homestead Option Sales Tax (EHOST) –
Homesteaded properties receive a credit on countywide levies based on collections of the 1% EHOST.
6/26/2020

9

Property Taxes 101
• Other exemptions are offered for seniors,
veterans, and the disabled. These
exemptions may also include income limit
requirements.
• Homestead and other exemptions must be
applied for through the DeKalb County Tax
Commissioner’s Office
https://dekalbtax.org/file-homesteadexemption
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Annual Notice of Assessment
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Property Tax Appeal Assessment
• Property owners may appeal their property
assessments to the County Board of Tax
Assessors within 45 days of the annual notice
of assessment.
• Additional information on the appeal process
may be obtained at
http://dor.georgia.gov/property-tax-real-andpersonal-property
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Notice of Property Tax Increase
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Notice of Property Tax Increase

• Counties are required by state law to annually calculate
a “rollback rate.”
• The 2020 rollback rate for the two millage rates levied
countywide (General and Hospital Fund) was calculated
as 9.672 mills. State law requires the county to publish a
notice of property tax increase if the proposed millage
rate exceeds the rollback rate and hold three public
hearings on the proposed millage rate increase.

6/26/2020

14

Notice of Property Tax Increase

• The notice of property tax increase advertised a
proposed millage rate of 10.362 mills.

• The adopted millage rate can be lower than the
advertised amount but it cannot exceed this amount
without republishing the notice of property tax increase
and holding new public hearings on the proposed
millage rate.
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Notice of Property Tax Increase
• DeKalb County has a total of seven property tax millage
rates. Only two of those rates (the general and hospital
funds) are used in the required calculation for the
rollback rate.

• The other millage rates (police, fire, designated, and two
bond funds), when combined with the general and
hospital rates, produce the same combined millage rate
of 20.810 mills from last year.
• The individual millage rates fluctuate from year to year,
but the benchmark millage rate has remained 20.810
since 2015. The administration plans to maintain the
benchmark millage rate of 20.810 for 2020.
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Mid-Year Budget Timeline
•

June 15: First notice of tentative property tax increase was published in the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution

•

June 23: First public hearing via Zoom at 10:00 AM at BOC Regular Meeting;
second public hearing at 6:00 PM

•

July 2: 5-YR Millage Rate and Tax Digest History and second notice of
tentative property tax increase and public hearings published in the Champion
newspaper

•

July 14: Third public hearing at 10:00 AM via Zoom at BOC Regular Meeting;
adoption of mid-year budget and millage rates

•

July 27 (tentative): Tax digest is submitted to the Department of Revenue for
certification

•

September FY2020 Fourth Quarter budget review
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This presentation and other information about
the county budget is available online at this
address:
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/budgetoffice/budget-information
Information about property values can be found
on the Property Appraisal website:
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/propertyappraisal/welcome
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Information about property tax payments and
available exemptions can be found on the Tax
Commissioner website:
https://dekalbtax.org/
Additional questions can be emailed to T. J.
Sigler, Director, Office of Management & Budget
tjsigler@dekalbcountyga.gov
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