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EHOST Tax Relief

• In early 2017, CEO Thurmond worked with the state 
legislature to develop the SPLOST/EHOST 
referendum that assured DeKalb homeowners would 
receive over $110 million in property tax savings 
annually from the Equalized Homestead Option Sales 
Tax (EHOST). 

• On November 7, 2017, DeKalb voters overwhelmingly 
approved the SPLOST/EHOST referendum, with 
more than 71% of total votes in support. 

• The passage of EHOST represented a promise to 
save DeKalb homeowners more than $660 million in 
property taxes over six years.
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EHOST Tax Relief

• From the inception of EHOST in 2018 through 

2021, DeKalb homeowners have received a total 

of $454 million in property tax relief.

• The proposed 2022 millage rates and EHOST 

credit would provide $137 million in homestead 

property tax relief.

• The grand total EHOST property tax relief through 

2022 would be $591 million.
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EHOST Trend
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Rollback Rate

• Counties are required by state law to annually 
calculate a “rollback rate.” If the proposed 
millage rate exceeds the rollback rate the county 
is required to publish a notice of property tax 
increase and hold three public hearings on the 
proposed millage rate increase.

• The 2022 rollback rate for the two millage rates 
levied countywide (General and Hospital Fund) 
was calculated as 8.838 mills. 

• The proposed 2022 millage rate for General and 
Hospital is 9.464, which is the same as in 2021.
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Other Millage Rates

• DeKalb County has a total of six active property tax millage 

rates. Only two of those rates (the general and hospital 

funds) are used in the required calculation for the rollback 

rate. 

• The other millage rates (police, fire, designated, and 

special tax district bond), when combined with the general 

and hospital rates, produce the same combined millage 

rate of 20.810 mills from last year.

• The individual millage rates fluctuate from year to year, but 

the benchmark millage rate has remained 20.810 since 

2015. 
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Property Tax - FAQs

• The millage rate is the tax rate levied for 

ad valorem (property) taxes. 

• Ad valorem tax is a tax whose amount is 

based on the value of property.

• The millage rate is expressed in mills. A 

levy of 1 mill is equal to one dollar for 

each $1,000 in value.



Property Tax - FAQs

• The combined values of all taxable property is 
called the tax digest.

• Property is taxed at its assessed value, 
which is 40% of the fair market value (state 
law).

• The gross tax digest is the 40% assessed 
value of all properties added together.

• The net tax digest is the gross tax digest 
less all exemptions.  
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Property Tax - FAQs
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There are many different exemptions that property 

owners may qualify for.

• The basic homestead exemption is a $10,000 

exemption against the taxable value of your 

home. You may apply for a homestead 

exemption if you own and occupy a home as 

your primary residence on January 1st of the 

year in which the exemption is being claimed. 

There are no age or income requirements for 

this exemption. The application deadline for 

homestead exemptions is April 1.



Property Tax - FAQs
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The property assessment freeze exemption also applies to 

any property with a homestead exemption, which offsets the tax 

liability that arise from increased property assessments. 

• The base value of the property is “frozen” in the first year 

the freeze is applied. If the property value increases, the 

freeze provides an exemption equal to the tax that would 

apply to difference between the base and current values.

• The freeze exemption is automatically applied at the 

same time as a new homestead exemption, however, 

residents who have owned their homes since before 2007 

with an existing homestead exemption may need to apply 

separately for the freeze.



Property Tax - FAQs
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Residents with homestead exemptions also receive a 

credit from the Equalized Homestead Option Sales Tax, 

or EHOST.

• The EHOST credit applies to county millage rates that 

are levied countywide, which include County 

Operations (General Fund) and Hospital millage rates.

• The 2022 EHOST credit will be 100% of the tax due to 

the County Operations and Hospital millage rates after 

all other exemptions are applied. 



Property Tax Bill
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Proposed FY22 Millage Rates
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General Fund - 100 
8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 8.988 

Fire Fund - 270 
3.159 

-
3.159 3.159 3.159 3.159 

-
3.159 3.159 3.159 3.159 3.159 3.159 3.159 

Designated Services 

Fund  - 271 (Roads & 

Transportation)
0.966 

- - - - - - - - - - -
0.966 0.966 

Designated Services 

Fund  - 271 (Parks) 1.198 
- - - - - - - -

0.162 0.162 
- - -

Hospital Fund - 273
0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 0.476 

Police Services Fund –

274 (Basic) 5.042 
- - - -

0.611 
- - -

0.633 0.723 
-

5.042 5.042 

Police Services Fund –

274 (Non-Basic) 0.491 
-

0.072 
-

0.029 0.060 0.038 
- -

0.063 0.072 0.054 0.491 0.491 

Countywide Bonds -

410
- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Unincorporated Bonds 

- 411 0.490 
- -

0.490 
- - - -

0.490 
- - -

0.490 0.490 

County Total
20.810 9.464 12.695 13.113 12.652 13.294 9.502 12.623 13.113 13.481 13.580 12.677 19.612 19.612 



Proposed FY22 Millage Rates
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Millage rates by Tax District Millage rates by fund

2021 2022 Change

Unincorporated 20.810 20.810 -

Atlanta 9.464 9.464 -

Avondale 12.538 12.695 0.157 

Brookhaven 12.964 13.113 0.149 

Chamblee 12.492 12.652 0.160 

Clarkston 13.190 13.294 0.104 

Decatur
9.505 9.502 (0.003)

Doraville 12.460 12.623 0.163 

Dunwoody 12.964 13.113 0.149 

Lithonia 13.321 13.481 0.160 

Pine Lake 13.429 13.580 0.151 

Stone Mountain 12.518 12.677 0.159 

Stonecrest
20.217 19.612 (0.605)

Tucker
20.217 19.612 (0.605)

2021 2022 Change

General Fund - 100 
9.108 8.988 (0.120)

Fire Fund - 270 2.996 3.159 0.163 

Designated Services 

Fund  - 271 (Roads & 

Transportation)
0.583 0.966 0.383 

Designated Services 

Fund  - 271 (Parks)
0.593 1.198 0.605 

Hospital Fund - 273 0.356 0.476 0.120 

Police Services Fund –

274 (Basic)
6.078 5.042 (1.036)

Police Services Fund –

274 (Non-Basic)
0.592 0.491 (0.101)

Countywide Bonds - 410 - - -

Unincorporated Bonds -

411
0.504 0.490 (0.014)



Tax Fund Budget by Function
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General 
Government, 

175,652,819 , 23%

Infrastructure, 
20,698,678 , 3%

Public Safety, 
335,299,009 , 44%

Health & Welfare, 
52,295,616 , 7%

Judicial, 
125,510,779 , 

16%

Housing & 
Development, 

10,358,501 , 1%

Culture & Recreation, 
47,058,839 , 6%



Tax Digest Trend
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Tax Digest – Annual Change
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2022 Millage Rate Timeline

• June 28: First public hearing via Zoom at 10:00 AM at 

BOC Regular Meeting; second public hearing at 6:00 PM

• June 30: 5-Year Millage Rate and Tax Digest History 

published in the Champion newspaper

• July 12: Third public hearing at 10:00 AM via Zoom at 

BOC Regular Meeting; adoption of millage rates

• July 28 (tentative): Tax digest is submitted to the 

Department of Revenue for certification
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Today’s presentation and other information about 

the proposed budget will be available online at 

this address:

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/budget-

office/budget-information

Information about property values can be found 

on the Property Appraisal website:

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/property-

appraisal/welcome

https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/budget-office/budget-information
https://www.dekalbcountyga.gov/property-appraisal/welcome
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Information about property tax payments and 

available exemptions can be found on the Tax 

Commissioner website:

https://dekalbtax.org/

Additional questions can be emailed to T. J. 

Sigler, Director, Office of Management & Budget

tjsigler@dekalbcountyga.gov

https://dekalbtax.org/
mailto:tjsigler@dekalbcountyga.gov
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