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Property Owners Impacted by Revisions in New Flood Studies and Flood Maps 

Due to revisions in the new flood studies and resulting flood maps, to become 

effective August 15, 2019, your property may be impacted if you live in any the 
following four watersheds: Nancy Creek, North Fork Peachtree Creek, South Fork 

Peachtree Creek, and Peavine. Studies of the other watersheds for DeKalb County 
were completed and published either in 2013, or 2016. See the attached maps 

showing the study areas.  

If your property was newly added:  
You are strongly encouraged to get flood insurance before August 15, 2019. You will 

get lower rates because until August 15 you are not in a special flood hazard area. 
If you wait until then you will get insurance for a building in the floodplain. If the 

insurance is bought before August 15 you should get a policy that provides a lower 

rate. Further based on DeKalb County’s participation in the NFIP and Community 
Rating System (CRS) buildings outside the SFHA receive a 5% discount from the 

standard rate, and structures in the SFHA get a 15% discount. 
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The link below is to FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program Floodsmart.gov 

https://www.floodsmart.gov/how/how-do-i-buy-flood-insurance 
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https://www.floodsmart.gov/costs/why-am-i-paying-this-amount 
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Ask the insurance agent about the structure being identified as “Newly Mapped”. 
Through the Newly Mapped provision of the National Flood Insurance Program 

(NFIP) you can receive lower initial flood insurance rates. 

DeKalb County first Flood Insurance Rate Maps were produced May 15, 1980. 

You may want to have an elevation certificate done by a surveyor documenting the 

elevation of grading around the house, the floor elevations, and the elevation of 

lowest equipment for example the air conditioning condenser, furnace or water 

heater and the lowest adjacent grade. If a survey does find that the house is 

above the SFHA 100 year elevation you should have it submitted to FEMA with an 

application called a Letter of Map Change to FEMA for their evaaluation toward their 

issuance of a Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA). 
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Here is specific information related to submittal to FEMA for a Letter of Map Change 

(LOMC). 
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https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/143390 

https://www.fema.gov/letter-map-amendment-letter-map-revision-based-fill-
process  

Regarding Floodplain Buyout Program: Currently there are no funds available 
for the buyout; the funding comes from FEMA. Also the buyout will first seek to 

acquire properties that that a history of repetitive losses due to flooding. 

The link immediately below is to DeKalb County’s Parcel Viewer with flood layer 
https://dekalbgis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=f241af753f4

14cdfa31c1fdef0924584  

You can use the ‘Basemap Gallery’ and ‘Layer List’ to selct map features to view. 
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The blue area is the 100 year water surface elevation (WSE) or base flood. The 
regulatory obligation specific to the National Flood Insurance Program, NFIP, is to 

rate based on the 100 year WSE or base flood elevation.  

Recommend you not get rid of the flood insurance if you currently have flood 

insurance and your property is now identified as to be removed from the SFHA. 
Based on the change you should get much lower flood insurance premium. There is 

still flood risk on the property.

The image immediately below is of the effective flood map features. To interpret the 
map red stripped area is floodway, the light blue area is 100 year flood limits, and 

the green area is 500 year flood limit. Available cross sections can show expected 
water levels at different rain events, eg 2yr, 5yr, 25yr 
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The image below shows the map to become effective in August (Preliminary). The 
pale green area is 500 year flood limit, the pale blue area is the 100 flood limit, and 

the diagonal (stripped) gray area is floodway. 

For further assistance you may contact either or the following: 

Donovan Cushnie at dcushnie@dekalbcountyga.gov or 404 687 2414 

Akin Akinsola at aaakinsola@dekalbcountyga.gov or 404 297 4518.  
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